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When Moses was 6 years old, 
in 2010, his mother left him, 
and his father quickly married 
another woman. His new step-
mother mistreated him until he 
eventually fled to his aunt. 
However, his aunt simply used 
him to look after the animals 
while sending her children to 
school, and would only give 
him a little leftover food in the 
evening. He thus ran away 
and found himself on the 
streets of Soroti. 
 

By the time the Freedom Boys 
Ministry took him under their 
wing he was already hardened 
by the harsh and hostile street  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
life. However, in time, with 
patient and persistent engage-
ment, care and discipleship, 
Martin and Denis, the leaders 
of the ministry, have been able  
to build trust with and 
break through to Moses… 
and they are seeing trans 
formation! As of the be-
ginning of this year, at the 
age of 13, after 7 years 
absent, he has returned 
to school. He was placed 
in primary 3 at a remote 
boys boarding school. He 
is now living a happy and 
improved life with hope of 
completing his education  
    and having a future. 
 
  
 

MEMBERS 
Shibah, pictured below with her mother Zaituni, was only a  

few weeks old, extremely mal-
nourished and sick with severe 
malaria. Her twin had died less 
than a week before and it appear-
ed that she would follow suit. Her 
mother was at a loss as to what 
to do with no money, no food, no 
help… no hope. 
 

Ruth lives in a small, rented 3x3 
meter room where she spends 
most of her time because she is 
HIV+ and anemic making her too 
weak to move around. She is 
originally from Burundi, brought  

to this area by the British before Uganda became inde-
pendent in 1962, to work in the sugarcane fields. Her one 
daughter only comes around to steal what she can from 
Ruth, including Ruth’s HIV medication which she needs  
daily to keep from getting AIDS. Consequently, 
Ruth tries to hide her most valuable possessions, 
including her clothes, dishes, and food, under  
her mattress. She has no other relatives and 
struggles with loneliness and depression. 
 
Shibah and Ruth are only two of the 35 elderly 
and 20 babies from surrounding communities in 
GSF’s Mercy Ministry Programs. They are vuln-
erable, sickly, and living in poor conditions – the 
elderly due to abandonment by their children and 
lack of resources and ability to meet their own  
needs, let alone the needs of the grandchildren for which 
many of them care; and the babies due to abandonment  

by their fathers and a lack 
of resources and ability for 
their mothers to meet their 
needs. 

 

PHYSICAL AID 
As such, every Thursday, 
we provide them with phy-
sical food staples and nec-
essities, such as beans, 
maize-flour, peanut paste, 
potatoes, rice, minnows, 
formula,  sugar, salt, soap, 
and matches. Occasion-
ally, when available and as 
needed, we give them 
other items, such as 

 

clothes, bedding, matt-
resses, and even 
permanent housing. 
 

MEDICAL CARE 
In terms of medical 
needs, the GSF nurs-
es, Janet and Grace, 
help the Mercy Ministry 
Members with weekly 
check-ups, onsite 
treatment for malaria 
and minor ailments, 
immunizations, and 
escorted doctor/hos-
pital visits. Janet and  
Grace were quick to act with Shibah, bringing her and her 
mother to the doctor and taking them in at GSF to ensure 
proper treatment and keep close watch on her. Shibah no 
longer has malaria and is now gaining weight and getting 
healthier. In another case, Penelope, our social worker,  

has worked tirelessly to stand in 
the gap and speak on behalf of 
Specioza, an elderly woman with 
cervical cancer, so that she gets 
the treatment she needs from the 
only, and often corrupt, hospital 
in Uganda which can provide it. 
Penelope regularly visits with 
Specioza in her home and has 
taken many trips with her to the 
hospital, over two hours away, 
often on her own off-time. 
 

Those in the program with (grand)children who have dis-
abilities are able to have weekly visits the GSF physical  
and occupational therapists, 
Deo and Joel. It is a joy to see 
the (grand)parents of these 
children love and take such 
good care of them, and to see 
the joy of these children in the 
midst of such great challeng-
es. They always greet me with 
huge smiles and laugh uncon-
trollably when I play peek-a-

boo with them. 
 

SCHOLARSHIP 
Most of the other grandchildren under the care of the eld-
erly and the older siblings of the babies in the Program 
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When we return in August, in addition to reviewing the 
Gospel presentation, I plan to equip them each with a 
Treasure audio Bible to start Bible Listening Groups in 
their own families and communities. I then plan to work 
through the Freedom in Christ discipleship material that 
my brother-in-law, Josh Shaarda, developed in Soroti for 
the rural African context. 
 

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT 
In getting to know the members and digging deeper into 
their hearts to discover their “lost” dreams, we came to 
realize that one of the major contributors to their broken 
spirits and poverty, and thus a major impediment to their 
thriving, even just surviving, is their lack of education and 
illiteracy. We have therefore partnered with our longtime 
missionary friend, Jonathan Beggs of Development Com-
panions International, to establish at GSF the Literacy 
Program which he has been developing and implementing 
across Uganda for over 10 years now. The curriculum 
effectively integrates literacy training with that of ESL, 
Christianity, Agriculture, Basic Math & Business, and The 
Stoplight Approach – knowledge and skills that our mem-
bers desperately desire. It is wonderful to see these 
women and elderly excited to learn, cheer each other on, 
and become like children again with a renewed sense of 
hope and dignity for themselves.  
 
Building on the Literacy Program, we have implemented a 
Tailoring Program and are currently net-working for, re-
searching, and developing other skills-training and innova-
tive income-generating ideas. The goal is that they would 
no longer need to be on GSF’s Mercy Ministry Programs 
because they would be able to use the skills they learn to 
not just provide for the basic needs of their families, but  
furthermore give to the 
church, save, and even en-
joy life. Of course, this is 
more difficult for the elderly 
to reach, especially as they 
get older. It is likely that they 
will remain on GSF’s Mercy 
Ministry Programs for the 
rest of their lives, not just as 
recipients, but as disciple-
makers impacting the world 
for Christ among their 
grandchildren, neighbours, 
communities, and beyond.  
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are put on scholarship to go to GSF Primary School, one of the 
best primary schools in the district. Each of these families (and 
actually many others in the area) are not able to afford to send 
even just one child at the already greatly subsidized rate of only 
$20 per term, not to mention uniform & scholastic material costs. 
 

MISSION 
Seeking to follow a holistic, integrated approach, we don’t just 
provide physical, medical and financial help. To do so would, very 
quickly, simply reinforce their already very low sense of self-value 
and self-dignity. Unable to provide for themselves, let alone their 
(grand)children, they are at such a low point of despair that they 
have little hope, joy, or sense of purpose in life. Above all else, 
with a vision of making disciples who impact the world for 
Christ, our mission is to encourage, empower and edify 
them by propelling among them interdependent movements 
of spiritual and financial growth in Christ so that they are 
able to not just survive, but thrive with Christ.  

 

PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS 
We, particularly our social worker Penelope, get to know each of 
them personally, visit them in their homes, listen to and empath-
ize with them, learn with and from them, pray with them, and in-
volve their relatives, neighbours, community leaders, and church 
leaders. We furthermore facilitate relationships between them by 
bringing them together when they pick-up their weekly food stuffs 
so that they may encourage, empower and edify each other 
through song, testimonies, prayer, and fellowship. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SPIRITUAL FORMATION 
In addition to physical food to fill their stomachs, we provide them 
with spiritual food to fill their souls. Ultimately, hope and dignity is 
found in Christ. So, for the first four months of this year, I slowly 
and systematically taught them the Gospel message, so that they 
would not only begin to grasp God’s love for them and the hope 
He has given them, but also effectively share that love and hope 
with their (grand)children, friends, and neighbours. I then taught  
them about the importance of hearing God’s Word in order to  
grow in their faith (Rom 10:17) and thus produce fruit, including 
peace, joy, and love (Gal 5:22). 
 

Now, while we are on “home” service in the Netherlands and  
     North America, they are listening to the Proclaimer audio  

Bible, dramatized in their language, for 30 
minutes, followed by 30 minutes of Head-Heart-
Hands discussion led by Penelope each week 
when they get together. They have just finished 
the book of Matthew and are working their way 
through Mark. 
 

 
sliedrechts@hotmail.com 

http://sliedrechts.wordpress.com 
http://facebook.com/sliedrecht.family 

 

+256 774-789-718 
P.O. Box 1570, Jinja, Uganda 
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PRAY 
- Pray through this newsletter. 
- Sign-up for our monthly  
  prayer updates (email below) 
- Pray through our daily Face- 
  book posts (link below) 

 

GIVE 
Please prayerfully consider 

partnering with us financially. 
 

- CANADA - 
Christian Ref. World Missions 
3475 Mainway  
PO Box 5070  STN LCD 1 
Burlington, ON L7R 3Y8 
Memo “Tim & Angie Sliedrecht” 

CC: http://crwm.org/sliedrecht 
 

- USA - 
Christian Ref. World Missions 
1700 28th Street SE  
Grand Rapids, MI 49508-1407 
Memo “Tim & Angie Sliedrecht” 

CC: http://crwm.org/sliedrecht 
 

- NETHERLANDS - 
NL38 RABO 0111 4061 02 
ITeams te Ermelo 
o.v.v. Sliedrecht 
 

SHARE 
Multiply your impact by 

encouraging others to get 
involved with us and GSF! 

Share, tweet and forward our 
news and posts!  

 

VISIT 
You are most welcome to see 
and take part in what God is 
doing through the ministry of 
GSF firsthand – to learn from; 

engage and build relation-
ships with; and encourage and 

edify the workers and 
beneficiaries of GSF. 
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