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FFRREEEEDDOOMM  BBOOYYSS  
 

If you follow our prayer 
updates, you may remem-
ber that back in 2013, we 
wrote about a 14-year-old 
boy named Musa who 
came to our house looking 
for a place to live. He 
couldn’t speak English so 
we had our daughter 
Miriam translate, and then 
our friend Denis, one of 
the leaders of the Free-
dom Boys Ministry, talk to 
him… When he was a 
young pre-school boy, his 
father, a soldier, was killed 
by the Karamojong (a 
violent cattle-rustling tribe). 
His mother then became 
the second wife to a friend 
of his father. Out of jea-
lousy, the friend’s first wife 
poisoned Musa’s mother 
and attempted to poison 
Musa and his siblings. 
However, because Musa’s 
step-mother accidentally  

 

 

Good Shepherd’s Fold 
We have now been in Uganda for almost 
2 months. We’ve been doing well, but so 
busy meeting up with ministry partners 
and friends and jumping into ministry 
work in the midst of packing and prepar-
ing to move out of our home of 9-years 
and looking for where we would next go. 
We had actually had our minds set on 
Kampala for at least the time being, as  
we had communicated in our last prayer 
update, because we thought that was the 
only place in Uganda with a school that 
could meet our kids needs. We even 
found and negotiated on a house.  
 
However, a few weeks ago, just when we  
were going to finalize the agreement on the house and 
submit the paper-work to the school, God presented us 
with another option of a position with an organization 
which has a school of its own for missionary kids. It’s a 
Director of Outreach position with Good Shepherd’s Fold 
(GSF, http://good-shepherds-fold.org/, https://facebook.com/gsfuganda), 
to extend their ministry impact to the communities of the 
district. Their campus has multiple children’s homes each 
with its own house mother, a high-quality Christian primary 
school, a farm, a medical clinic, a special needs program, 
and missionary and staff housing. They seek to resettle 
the children who live on campus with their families/ 
relatives/communities. They have a feeding program to 
support mothers of new babies and elderly, a child 
sponsorship program and a student scholarship program. 
They have been moving more and more from focusing on 
ministering to people coming in to going out and 
ministering to people in their own communities.  
 
It’s located on 120 acres of land in a village in Buikwe 
District (0°21'59.1"N 33°04'44.0"E), next to Mabira Forest,  
about 40min from Jinja, the Source of 
the Nile, about 4.5hrs from Soroti. 
Much of Buikwe is sugarcane and tea 
fields with workers coming from all over 
Uganda and beyond, resulting in little 
community identity and support. It is 
also a gateway to the islands on Lake 
Victoria, where many people go to 
escape the law or responsibility. 
 

The Director of Outreach position will  

while seeking to help address the physical 
and emotional needs of the communities 
with those local churches. It involves net-
working and developing partnerships. It 
can also entail developing sustainability 
projects for GSF, and gives allowance of 
time to transition out of our ministry work in 
Soroti and into the ministry work of this 
position, along with ongoing connection/ 
relationship to our friends and partners in 
Soroti. It’s a new position with freedom and 
flexibility to take it where/how I feel led, 
according to my personality and passions. 
 
The team leader has a very calm and 
gentle personality, and is understanding,  

wise and caring, some-one who could be a great mentor 
for me. The 3 teachers of the school seem to be very 
qualified, all with Master’s degrees, yet sensitive to and 
willing to work with where students are at. One of the 
missionaries, Daniel Iya, is a Nigerian who went to Hill-
crest School in Jos while we were there – he was a class-
mate and friend of 4 of the 13 students we cared for. I got 
to know him quite well and was very impressed with him 
at the time. He now works for GSF as their construction 
overseer. Altogether, including us, 5 married couples, 1 
single woman, and 20 children make up the missionary 
team. 
 
All in all, we feel it is quite a good fit for us at this point 
with the concentration on meaningful discipleship and 
disciple-making movement, combined with the love and 
care for real human need. It enables us to stay in Uganda, 
without making a more sudden, drastic and complicated 
move and adjustment to other ministry options we were 
looking into, in other countries. It provides an opportunity 

for education for our children without sending them away  
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center on making disciple-makers of the staff and scholarship 
students, and with local churches of surrounding communities,  
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SSSuuugggaaarrr cccaaannneee   fff iii eeelll dddsss   aaarrr ooouuunnnddd   GGGooooooddd   SSShhheeeppphhheeerrr ddd’’’ sss   FFFooolll ddd   

   

MMMuuusssaaa   (((ccceeennnttteeerrr )))   wwwiii ttthhh   ooottthhheeerrr    

FFFrrr eeeeeedddooommm   BBBoooyyysss    

   



$15,000  
MATCHING  

CHALLENGE 
A generous donor has given $15,000 toward the Hair Dare cause, covering the entire building 
costs of a dormitory of 8 rooms to rent out to university students as a means of providing ongoing 
financial sustainability for the Freedom Boys Ministry. Our desire is to raise enough money to build 3 
of these dormitories and so we challenge you to help us MATCH TWICE OVER the already-
given $15,000 by the final SHAVE DAY, August 31. There is still plenty of time to get involved!  

• GROW your hair from now until August 31, inviting people to sponsor you 
• SHAVE your hair on August 31, inviting people to sponsor you to do so 
• GIVE in sponsorship of a hair-grower/shaver 
• DARE your family and friends to do the Hair Dare 

 

FOR MORE DETAILS & HOW TO GIVE, GO TO: 
http://sliedrechts.wordpress.com/hairdare & http://facebook.com/beyondhairdare 

not able to trust Charles and his 
family due to being so mistreated 
by those who had previously tak-
en him in, and he was not able to 
adjust to family life and respons-
ibilities having been on his own 
fending for himself for so long. 
So, he left to live on the streets. 
Thankfully, the Freedom Boys 
Ministry took him under their 
wing, gave him a place to stay at 
the Drop-In Centre, and provided 
him with food, clothing and school 
fees. He went to school for a 
couple years and performed well 
but the age difference between 
him and his classmates made it 
too difficult for him to continue, so 
as of this past year the Freedom 
Boys Ministry has been helping 
him live independently and earn a 

living as a boda-boda (bicycle taxi) driver. He now 
has his own bicycle, rents a house and covers his 
own upkeep costs. He regularly visits the Freedom 
Boys Ministry to encourage the other boys and he 
even visits Charles and his family in the village (he 
even spent last Christmas with them) out of appre-
ciation  
and  
love  
for  
them. 
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 GSF con’t… 
 

from home. It focuses on 
family units while still having a 
strong emphasis on youth. 
The organization looks strong 
spiritually and conservative 
Biblically. There is a great 
cost reduction for us com-
pared to living and sending 
our kids to school in Kampala. 
It is far enough away from 
Soroti to allow us a sense of 
distance and separation and a 
new start for Miriam, yet close 
enough to Soroti for us to 
effectively transition out of our 
ministry focus there, possibly 
partner and link some minis-
tries in Soroti to GSF, and to 
visit and keep relationships 
intact which we have built for 
so long. It has a strong, 
closely-knit and caring miss-
ionary community. It provides 
our kids with space, freedom, 
friends, and opportunities to 
be directly part of the ministry. 
And we are given a year 
"probation" to transition and 
really determine if it is a good 
long-term fit. 
 

We plan to move there on 
August 12, in time for our kids 
to start school on August 17, 
and for the first number of 
months, I will still focus on 
strategically decreasing my 
ministry involvement in Soroti  
and increasing my involvement with GSF. Even 
though we won’t be so far away and will 
regularly visit Soroti, it has been an emotional 
time for our entire family to leave our home of 
9.5 years and say goodbye to life and direct 
ministry in Soroti. There has been a lot of tears, 
tantrums, tiredness, stress, and sickness. 
 

Please pray especially for our 

children in this transition. 

     Freedom con’t… 
 

spilled some food when serving 
it to them (there is a superstition 
that if this happens, the food 
must have poison in it), the 
friend, Musa’s step-father, be-
came suspicious and forced 
Musa’s step-mother to eat it. 
She died a few hours later. 
Soon after, Musa’s step-father 
was also killed by the Karamo-
jong.  As a result, his sisters 
were sent to Kampala to be 
house slaves and he and his 
older brother were sent to Soroti 
to fend for themselves. While 
his brother ended up living on 
the streets of Soroti, Musa was 
taken in by the wife of a wealthy 
man. However, the wealthy  
man simply used Musa to look after his livestock in the 
village. After selling all of his animals a few years later, 
the wealthy man had no more use for Musa and sent him 
away, forbidding his wife to care for him. From then until 
coming to our house, he had been moving from place to 
place, staying a couple weeks at a time with whoever 
would take him in.  
 
After Musa spent a month living with us, we were able to 
find him a wonderful home in the village with one of the 
pastors our teammate Josh Shaarda had been (and is  
    still) walking alongside – Charles. However, Musa was  

 

sliedrechts@hotmail.com 

http://sliedrechts.wordpress.com 
http://facebook.com/sliedrecht.family 

 

+256 774-789-718 
P.O. Box 711, Soroti, Uganda 
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Hair Dare 

MMMuuusssaaa   wwwiii ttthhh   nnneeewww   bbbooodddaaa---

bbbooodddaaa   aaannnddd   TTTrrr eeeaaasssuuurrr eee  

aaauuudddiii ooo   BBBiiibbb lll eee  

   

DDDeeennniii sss   &&&   FFFrrr aaannnccciii sss   aaattt    ttthhheeeiii rrr    wwweeeddddddiii nnnggg   

wwwiii ttthhh    sssooommmeee   ooofff    ttthhheee   FFFrrr eeeeeedddooommm   BBBoooyyysss   

   

TTT iiimmm   wwwiii ttt hhh    FFF rrreeeeeedddooommm   BBBoooyyysss ,,,    OOOdddeeekkkeee    aaannnddd    MMMoooddduuukkk    ((( aaannnddd    

RRReeebbbeeekkkaaahhh    ppphhhooo ttt ooobbbooommmbbb iii nnnggg ))) ,,,    aaa ttt    DDDeeennn iii sss    &&&    FFF rrraaannnccceeesss ’’’    wwweeedddddd iii nnnggg    

   


