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In 2008, raiders and cattle-
rustlers of a neighbouring tribe, 
the Karamojong, forced Martin 
and his family to flee their home 
in Katakwi and live as Internally 
Displaced People (IDPs) in 
Soroti. Because Martin’s father 
was unable to provide for his 
family, Martin’s mother left with 
her five children and “remarried.” 
However, as is typical in 
Uganda, Martin’s “step-father” 
mistreated and abused him and 
his siblings, so much so that in 
2013, at the age of 9, Martin left 
to fend for himself on the streets 
of Soroti.   
 
Martin developed a wound on 
his leg that would not heal 
because of lack of hygiene and 
the continuous beatings he 
received from the shopkeepers, 
most of whom consider street 
boys to be a nuisance and 
thieves. In 2014, the Freedom 
Boys Ministry became aware of 
Martin and took him under 

 

 

Delays & Decisions 
Much has happened over 
the course of this past year 
that has confirmed our need 
to be in North America – not 
just in regards to our own 
healing, but also for our 
children. In fact, we had had 
to delay our return from 
January to April and then 
again to June because of 
some ongoing needs of our 
children. Our 2nd oldest 
daughter, Avalien, has 
always had learning 
struggles and high social 
anxiety but as she gets 
older they are becoming 
more pronounced and she 
has really struggled this 
year in school. We are so  
thankful that we are here at this time, that she is in a great 
school and has a wonderful teacher who really cares for 
and encourages her, and that we have access to great 
psychologists/psychiatrists and resources which can 
provide the special help she needs. After much testing, 
they have diagnosed her with severe dyslexia which 
requires a different way of learning and thus teaching. 
 
Our time in Michigan has also been necessary for our 
oldest daughter, Miriam. She has had increasing 
symptoms of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder related to 
the complex trauma she experienced before she joined 
our family four years ago. During our time in Michigan, 
God has blessed us with a wonderful trauma counselor for 
her, and a month ago she was able to get a  
Freedom Appointment with Set Free Minist- 
ries, a ministry based in West Michigan which  
takes people through the 7 Steps to Freedom  
(Neil Anderson) and which we’ve had a partner- 
ship / relationship with for the past 9 years. They spent 6 
hours of spiritual counseling focused on replacing lies she 
has believed about herself with truth about who she is in 
Jesus, and the pain, bitterness, hatred, anger, and fear 
related to her past trauma with forgiveness and freedom in 
Christ, releasing it all into His hands. It was amazing to 
see the transformation that took place in her from before 
the appointment where she was in such a pit of hopeless-
ness and despair to after the appointment where you 
 

Even our younger children see the difference – 
where she increasingly avoided them and kept 
them at a distance before, she now dotes over 
them and they follow here around wherever she 
goes. Of course, she needs to maintain that 
freedom by continually filling her mind with truth 
and not letting the lies creep back in. The courage, 
strength, perseverance, vulnerability, and trans-
formation of Miriam, given to her by the grace of 
God, has ministered to us powerfully encouraging 
us to seek further transformation and freedom 
from the shame-based lies in our own lives. 
 
In light of the above, we have come to realize that 
we cannot remain in Soroti, Uganda. We believe 
and have been recommended that it would not be 
helpful for Miriam to remain in the area where a lot 
of her trauma took place, by people who she has 
and will likely again run into. The trauma and its 
effects can be triggered by such constant encount- 

ers and reminders, especially 
as she is so young in her 
faith and freedom, and still 
has things to work through.  
As we do for ourselves and 
the rest of our family, we 
desire to see Miriam not just 
maintain her freedom, but 
grow deeper in it by growing 
deeper in Truth. Another 
issue that has been hard for 
Miriam in particular at this 
point is being a Third Culture 
Kid (TCK – a child who is 
raised in a culture outside of 
their parents’) and not feeling 
like she fits in or can really 
relate to kids her age in 
Uganda and in America. We 
feel an international school or  
at least an area with a high international population would 
be ideal for her. Also, Avalien (and likely Moses & Zulea 
as they are showing similar signs) needs more educa-
tional help and resources than living so remotely can 
provide. 
 
All this said, our plan is to return to Soroti in June, once 
the kids finish school, for a yet undetermined number of 
months to complete our work with the ministries in which 
we've been involved (but of course continue to maintain  
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could visibly see the weight removed and the freedom she gained! Since then, she 
has continued to walk in that freedom – she really is a new person because of Jesus 
 



In order for the Freedom Boys Ministry to be financially sustainable, they are seeking to build “dormitories / hostels” to rent out to 
university students. Such rentals are in high demand, require little time involvement away from the ministry work, and will provide 
regular, guaranteed income to cover the ongoing operational costs (including food, housing, medical care, and school-fees for the 
boys, advocacy programs and staff salaries) and capital for further expansion/development.  
 
With funds raised in the 2016 Ride for Refuge, the land for the dormitories has already been purchased. However, funds are now 
needed for the building of the dorms. Each dorm of 8+ rooms, housing 16+ students, costs approximately $15,000 and multiple 
dorms are needed. Help us raise these funds by getting involved in the Hair Dare! Here’s how: 
 

• GROW your hair for 1 to 3 months between May 31 and August 31, inviting people to sponsor you 
• SHAVE your hair on May 31 or August 31, inviting people to sponsor you to do so 
• GIVE in sponsorship of a hair-grower/shaver (I, Tim, am growing my facial & head hair for 6 months) 
• DARE your family and friends to do the Hair Dare 

 

FOR MORE DETAILS, GO TO: 
http://sliedrechts.wordpress.com/hairdare and http://facebook.com/beyondhairdare 

our personal lives as well. Toge-
ther, we have experienced many 
challenges and joys and have 
learned much over the years… and 
it is only by God’s grace and 
strength that we have made it this 
far, and have thus been able to see 
the fruit of transformation in the 
lives of the boys. 
 

Boys end up on the streets for a 
variety of reasons, though poverty 
is usually at the heart of the 
problem. In many cases a boy's 
family can no longer afford to care 
for them properly or may need their 
help to supplement the family 
income and help put food on the  

table. Often, one of their parents dies or leaves, the remaining 
parents remarries, and the new step-parent wants nothing to do 
with the boys of the parent’s previous married. Ultimately, the 
step-parent “chases” the boys away through mistreatment and 
abuse. Some of the boys have lost both parents. Girls are less 
likely to end up on the streets because parents/relatives keep 
them for their dowry value. 
 

Life on the streets is a dangerous, harsh existence and most 
of the boys become extraordinarily resilient and inventive, albeit 
traumatized, in order to simply survive. On the streets they may 
earn money in a number of ways including begging, collecting 
scrap metal for recycling, doing menial, dirty tasks for business 
owners, and stealing. Many boys are the victims of violence – 
from each other (particularly the older street kids), business 
owners who see them only as problems, and police who often 
act as perpetrators rather than protectors. Drug abuse, mostly 
solvent-sniffing, is a problem for many of the boys - it's often the 
only way of escaping their horrific existence - if only for a few 
hours. As they grow-up and become adults, if they make it that 
far, many of them end up in prison and/or dead. 
 

For most of the boys who live on the streets of Soroti, the 
Freedom Boys Ministry is the only place where they can find 
freedom from the streets and hope beyond the streets … where 
they can find value and purpose… where they can grow and 
learn… where they can find love. 
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  Delays con’t… 
 

our relationships). This has 
always been our intent, to 
work ourselves out of a job 
and end well in the sense of 
seeing the ministries carry-on 
by our local partners without 
our involvement. And the 
timing to do this had already 
been planned for this year to 
enable us to fully focus on the 
development of the disciple-
ship camp and retreat centre.  
 
However, for various reasons, 
including our family situation, 
we have had to put the camp 
to the side indefinitely. So, 
while we are working to end 
well in Soroti, we are seeking 
to determine what our next 
steps will be. At this point, we 
are quite open to anywhere in 
the world where our kids 
would have access to good 
educational and social help 
(like international schools), 
but have particular passion / 
interest in transformational 
discipleship movements 
among young people and 
their communities, in ‘walking 
alongside’ the local church to 
encourage, empower, equip, 
and engage young leaders to 
grow deep roots in the Biblical 
worldview, centered on the life 
and ministry of Jesus, and as 
a result, follow the model of 
Jesus in making disciple-
makers of youth by the power 
and fruit of the Holy Spirit. 
There are a few ministries that 
have particularly caught our 
attention and with whom we 
are now in talks. 
 

Please pray with us 
through these 
decisions and 
transitions. 

     Freedom con’t… 
 

their wing. In addition to school 
sponsorship and medical care, the 
Freedom Boys Ministry provide 
Martin and many other boys like him 
with food, water, soap, housing, 
parental care, discipleship, counsel-
ing, tutoring, sports, social activities, 
learning experiences, life-skills and 
vocational training. They also advo-
cate for and sensitize the community 
regarding the boys who live on the 
streets. Where possible, the ministry 
works to reintegrate boys into their 
families and home communities 
ensuring that they will be properly 
cared for. Ultimately, the ministry’s 
goal is to love the boys – more specifically, to provide for their spiritual, 
emotional, physical, educational, and vocational growth; to instill in 
them a deep sense of self-value and self-dignity based on who they are 
in Christ; and to help them become productive members of society and 
active members of the church, according to who God made each of 
them to be. 
 

The Freedom Boys Ministry began over 7 years ago in the hearts of 
two young Ugandan men, Martin Mwanga and Denis Okwera, from two 
totally different tribes and backgrounds and who only God could bring 
together to have a mutual passion to reach out to the street boys of a 
3rd tribe. Martin and Denis, along with our team, spent the first 3 years, 
slowly and patiently building rapport and relationships with the boys, 
meeting regularly under a mango tree, playing soccer and providing 
meals. They gave so much of themselves to the boys that they literally 
lived, worked and breathed for the boys. What little they had and what 
little they could earn/get was for the boys. Eventually, they organized 
the boys into a soccer team called the Freedom Boys Football Club to 
participate in a city-wide tournament… which they won! So came the 
name for the ministry. Today, the Freedom Boys Ministry has farmland 
on which the boys grow food and a Drop-In Centre open daily for the 
boys to wash themselves and their clothes, get a meal, hang-out, rest, 
play games, receive tutoring and training, be discipled, etc.  
 

We and our team have been walking alongside Martin and Denis and 
they alongside us for the past 7+ years, encouraging, equipping and  
   engaging with each other in the development of this ministry and in 
 

sliedrechts@hotmail.com 
http://sliedrechts.wordpress.com 

http://facebook.com/sliedrecht.family 
 

+256 774-789-718/28 
P.O. Box 711, Soroti, Uganda 
1°43'31.68"N, 33°35'48.45"E 

Hair Dare 

Go to http://tinyurl.com/FreedomBoys for more photos 

   


