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AANNGGEELLIINNAA  
 

Angelina lived a very diffi-
cult life. She lost her sight 
and eyes when she was five 
due to meningitis. She was 
forcibly displaced from her 
village because of tribal raids 
and the LRA insurgency. Her 
husband passed away and  
left her to care for her 3 boys 
alone. Blind, widowed and 
displaced, she was looked 
down upon and often exploit-
ed by society, including the 
church and her own relatives. 
She was discriminated 
against, mocked, betrayed, 
despised. She had land taken 
away from her and people 
regularly steal from her. She 
lost her son, Ben, to cancer 
after years of fighting for his 
life in the face of so much 
medical corruption. And then 
in May, she suffered from a 
stroke leaving her left side 
paralyzed and bed-ridden. 
She passed away last 
month.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
She experienced many more 
challenges in her life; and yet, 
through it all, she had a pow-
erful, growing faith, a deep  
    inner joy that so often 
 

 

Turmoil and Transitions 
With all that took place 
around our team and us 
leaving International 
Teams US, this past year 
has probably been one of 
the most difficult years of 
our lives. We experience-
ed a lot of hurt, pain and 
brokenness – broken 
dreams, broken relation-
ships, broken hearts, 
broken confidence. In the 
midst of the storm raging 
around us, my focus was 
pulled away from Jesus 
and I began sinking in 
self-doubt and fear - it 
was really a crisis of faith  
much like that of Peter when he stepped out of the 
boat (Matthew 14:22-33). I just praise Jesus for His 
grace and love, that He didn't leave Peter to drown. 
He is right there with His arm outstretched ready to 
pull us up. And when he says, “You of little faith, why 
did you doubt?,” I believe He doesn’t say it in anger, 
condemnation or judgment, but in love and longing. 
He desires us to live in freedom, peace and joy 
keeping our eyes focused on Him and knowing that 
He is always with us. 
 

We thank God for the many people – many of 
you, including our Ugandan friends and partners; our 
teammates who have also been going through the 
storm; family, friends and colleagues; and our part-
ner organizations, churches and individuals in the 
Netherlands, Canada and America – who have been 
Jesus’ hand for us, pulling us back up to refocus on 
Him. And while there have been dark nights of the 
soul, our trust in God’s faithfulness, goodness and 
love has grown stronger. By the power of the Holy 
Spirit, through the Word and your hand, we are 
grasping to a greater width, length, height, and depth 
the love of Jesus – that we are deeply desired and 
unconditionally accepted by Him, and eternally 
valu-able and irreplaceably significant to Him. 
 

and never were in a cave; 
we’ve been in a tunnel. 
And while we can now see 
the light at the end of the 
tunnel, having greater 
hope and trust that God is 
in control and is good and 
loving, it is dim and distant 
in the sense that some of 
our future is unknown. 
 
Next Steps 
Due to financial and 
capacity challenges, we 
have had to put the further 
development of the 
Beyond Transformation 
Centre on hold indefinitely. 

Nevertheless, our desire is to return to Uganda on 
January 6 to continue the ministry work we have  
been doing: walking alongside (encouraging, equipp-
ing and engaging) local, passionate Christians to 
grow deep roots in the Biblical worldview, and, as a 
result, move and bring others closer to reconciliation 
and right relationship with self, God, others, and 
creation. However, we are facing some education-
al and health challenges within our family. We 
are considering all options for what is best for our 
family and the needs of our children, including 
moving to a bigger town/city where there is an 
international school.  Please pray with us that our 
family will have peace in the decisions ahead.  May 
our eyes, ears, hearts be open to the ways the Lord 
may lead, guide and strengthen our family. 
 

TTTeeeaaammm   BBBeeeyyyooonnnddd   RRReeettt rrreeeaaattt    
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AAAnnngggiiieee ’’’sss    pppaaarrreeennntttsss    wwwiii ttthhh    AAAnnngggeeelll iiinnnaaa   aaannnddd   hhheeerrr    sssooonnn,,,    BBBeeennn,,,    

nnnooowww   rrreeeuuunnniii ttteeeddd   iiinnn    nnneeewww,,,    fffuuu lll lllyyy--- fffuuunnncccttt iiiooonnniiinnnggg   bbbooodddiiieeesss   

   

During much of the storm, we felt as though we were in a dark cave with no 
light – confused and even hopeless at times. However, the truth is we aren’t  
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We are currently under budget and need your support.  
Would you prayerfully consider partnering with us financially  

with a monthly/yearly commitment and/or a one-time/year-end gift? 
 

WHAT 

• Ongoing Personal & Ministry Support for us to live and work in Uganda 

• Beyond Sponsorship Program 
o For our Ugandan partners, Pius, Fred and Lazarus to continue their studies at Africa 

Bible University  
o $1,500 per student per semester for tuition, room & board and upkeep (note: you 

can give any amount) 
o To learn more and read their bios, go to https://sliedrechts.wordpress.com/sponsorship/ 

 

    HOW 

• Check or Bill Pay (free automatic recurring [or one-time] check-mailing service via your bank’s 

online access, as an alternative to EFT; go to http://crwm.org/support/ways-give to set up EFT) 
o make checks payable to “Christian Reformed World Missions” 
o write “Tim & Angie Sliedrecht” in the memo (with a note of what it is for) 
o have your checks mailed to: Christian Reformed World Missions, 

� Canada: 3475 Mainway, PO Box 5070  STN LCD 1, Burlington, ON   L7R 3Y8 
� USA: 1700 28th Street SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49508-1407 

• Credit Card online at https://crwm.org/sliedrecht   
 

Netherlands: NL38 RABO 0111 4061 02, ITeams te Ermelo, o.v.v. Sliedrecht 

can bring in the midst of sin in this world. Through her 
blindness Angelina had a deeper understanding of what it 
means to walk by faith and not by sight than she and 
many of us could have as sighted. And through her many 
struggles, her faith grew. Widowed, she gained a greater 
dependence on and appreciation of Jesus as her Lover. 
Displaced, she longed more intensely for her heavenly 
home. Robbed, she more intently stored up treasures in 
that heavenly home.  
 
Angelina was poured out like a drink offering. She fought 
the good fight, she finished the race, she kept the 
faith. She now has the crown of righteousness awarded to 
her by the Lord, who she now sees face to face, and with 
whom she is now dancing in her heavenly home. 
 
For more photos, go to http://tinyurl.com/AngelinaPhotos.  
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Angelina con’t… 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
came out in her sweet 
smile and a passionate 
love for the least, last 
and lost. Full of energy, 
she spent her life bringing 
hope, dignity and whole-
ness to not just many 
blind, but also many sight-
ed people. She was a 
woman of uncommon wis-
dom and influence, leaving 
an impact on everyone she 
met, including us. 
 
We met Angelina soon after we arrived in 
Uganda in 2007 and she quickly moved 
from being an unknown neighbour; to teach-
ing our teammate, Josh Shaarda, and me 
language and culture; to becoming a close 
ministry partner and friend. Our partnership 
with Angelina centered on walking alongside 
(encouraging, equipping, engaging) her to 
grow deeper roots in the Biblical worldview 
and, as a result, more effectively fulfill her 
calling of walking alongside:  
• blind in mobility, home-care, vocational, 

and business skills; 
• churches to disciple the blind; and 
• communities, governing bodies, 

churches, and organizations in care and 
sensitivity of the blind.  

(continues    )
 

        Over the years, we, along with our long and short-term 
teammates, spent a lot of time listening to and learning from 
Angelina, praying and crying with her, reading to her, playing  

goal-ball with her, teaching her new 
skills, joining her in her ministry work. 
She was always an enthusiastic 
participant in the trainings we would 
organize and would teach whatever 
she learned to others. The most 
transformational “training” for her was 
at Mto Moyoni, a retreat centre on the 
Nile River, where she experienced 
and embraced the Father’s love 
and the power of forgiveness in 
Jesus at a whole new depth. She 
would always testify how that was a  

turning point for her bringing her greater freedom and joy. 
 
In addition to trainings, we were able to provide her with solar-
powered audio Bibles – she listened to them so much she 
kept wearing them out! As she listened, she not only grew in 
her understanding of the Word, but was also empowered to 
lead Bible studies, preach and evangelize. When we started up 
the Beyond Proclaimer Program, she was one of the first 
people to get involved, setting up multiple Bible Listening 
Groups, including a group of Muslim women. 
 
While no one would ever wish to be blind, widowed or displac- 
  ed, Angelina’s life testifies to the goodness that only God 
 

sliedrechts@hotmail.com 
http://sliedrechts.wordpress.com 

http://facebook.com/sliedrecht.family 
 

AAAnnngggeeelll iiinnnaaa   ppp lllaaayyyiiinnnggg   gggoooaaalll    bbbaaalll lll    –––       

ttthhheee   bbb lll iiinnnddd   vvvsss...    ttthhheee   bbb lll iiinnnddd--- fffooo llldddeeeddd...    

WWWeee   lllooosssttt    eeevvveeerrryyy    ttt iiimmmeee...    
 

+256 774-789-718/28 
P.O. Box 711, Soroti, Uganda 
1°43'31.68"N, 33°35'48.45"E 

GIVE 

AAAnnngggeeelll iiinnnaaa   ttteeeaaaccchhhiiinnnggg   JJJuuudddiii ttthhh    hhhooowww   tttooo    uuussseee   aaauuudddiiiooo    BBBiiibbb llleee   
  

AAAnnngggeeelll iiinnnaaa,,,    wwwiii ttthhh    aaa    nnneeewww   aaauuudddiiiooo    BBBiiibbb llleee ,,,    

tttaaa lllkkk iiinnnggg   wwwiii ttthhh    BBBooobbb   FFFeeeeeennnsssttt rrraaa   
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