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Pamba (click for map) is a cross 
between city and village, with 
farmers and businessmen 
living side by side in perman-
ent structure homes and 
thatched-roof mud huts. It is 
a community of educational, 
vocational, developmental, 
financial, and spiritual opport-
unity, with numerous schools, 
a bustling business center, a 
market that sells local pro-
duce, close proximity to the 
town of Soroti, surrounding 
village farms, many new 
building projects and invest-
ments, and a number of 
emerging churches. 
 
But amid all 
these opport-
unities there 
is despair. 
Pamba has 
several 
witchdoctors, 
places where 
the lost be- 
come even 
more distant  
from the Truth, and is known 
for its unsavory 'video halls,' 
loud music, and heavy 
drinking in the area behind 
the market. From early 
morning hours to late evening 
hours both men and women 
sit around large clay pots 
drinking from long straws to 
take their minds off of life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In Pamba, families are broken, promiscuity is rampant, education & health-care are poor, 
and children & youth wander with little direction. But the hope for Pamba is Christ and we 
see it in the growing local church & individuals shining brightly as they go about their daily  
  lives. By engaging Church with Community, true transformation can and will happen here. 

 

 

 
Beyond Pamba Resource Centre 

Soon after we first moved to 
Uganda, 8 years ago, we 
discovered the great need and 
desire Ugandans, particularly 
pastors and ministry leaders, 
have for quality Bibles, Christian 
resources and trainings to help 
in understanding and applying 
the Bible and the Biblical world-
view, with its ensuing values 
and behaviors. Thus began the 
vision for the Beyond Resource 
Centre, a place where their 
spiritual roots can grow deep in  
the Biblical worldview through access to quality Bib-
lical resources and training. So, for the next number  

of years, with the 
help and donations 
from many of you, 
we collected and 
carried from 
Canada, the US, 
and the Netherlands 
dozens of boxes of 
at first just Bibles, 
then eventually 
books and videos;  

and we were able to put on many trainings.  
 

Slowly, over the years, the Beyond Resource Centre 
has developed from just Bible distribution to include 
a library of hundreds of Biblical resources (in the 
other half of our duplex), a training centre (in our 
garage), a video ministry (just outside our gate), a 
children’s library… However, it wasn’t until this past 
year that the vision was not only reached but taken 
to a whole other level thanks to our teammates Steve 
and Tanya Tiesenga. 
 
The resource centre is now located on one of the 
corners of the main market square in Pamba, a  

community just outside 
of Soroti town where 
Steve & Tanya live and 
focus their ministry 
efforts (see left column). It 
consists of five rooms: a 
welcome/ informational 
room, a children’s room, 
a training room, a 
pastor’s study, and a 
library stocked with all 
the resources we coll-
ected and brought over. 
It’s a place where Steve  

and Tanya can immerse themselves all-the-more in 
the community, in an area where the people gather 
to shop, sell and socialize. It’s a place where Steve 
and Tanya can bring people of the community 
together (including children) to learn and work in 
unity towards the transformation of their community 
with and by the power of Jesus. It’s a neutral work-
space for community leaders, particularly church and 
ministry leaders, to come together to study and read, 
making use of the available resources, and to hold 
and attend trainings. 
 
Some of the programs that Steve & Tanya are curr-
ently running out of the Beyond Pamba Resource 
Centre are a daily morning devotional time with local 
business owners, a weekly women’s Bible study and 
a weekly children’s program. They have also already  
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The Beyond Pamba Resource Centre cont’d… 
put on some events, including a Pastor’s orientation and 
luncheon and a Beyond Proclaimer Program training, with more 
trainings in the works. If you or anyone you know would like to 
come to put on a training (Bible/theology, leadership, ministry, 
business, health, community development, etc.) or another 
ministry out of the Beyond Pamba Resource Centre, please let 
us know and we’ll get you connected with Steve & Tanya! 
 
To maintain self-sustainability and longevity, Steve & Tanya were 
able to raise capital to buy a high-end public address system and 
keyboard which they rent out for events such as graduations, 
funerals, outreaches, concerts, etc. The income generated more 
than covers the resource centre’s expenses of rent, utilities, 
office and cleaning supplies, security, and the wages of Joy the 
attendant, Levi the equipment manager and Irene the cleaner. 
 

All in all, we praise God for making 
the original vision into something 
beyond what we could have ever 
asked for or imagined. We look 
forward to see where He will take it 
from here and the impact He will 
make through it in bringing 
transformation in the community of 
Pamba and beyond. 

 
For more information and photos, 
check out the Tiesengas’ blog at: 
 

http://tiesenga.blogspot.com  
 
 

 

Rebekah Wissink is someone who is a 
blessing beyond what words can express, to 
everyone she meets. Her perma-smile,  

energy, creativity, humility, servant-heart, positivity, and 
easy-going nature make her someone people love to be 
around and get to know, especially children. She exudes 
the fruit of the Spirit, planting that fruit in them, bringing 
out the best in them, transforming them all-the-more into 
the image of Christ, into who they were meant to be.  
 

She specifically came to teach our children (which she  
does wonderfully); but 
she does far more 
than just teach them – 
she plays with them, 
she loves them, she 
disciples them, and 
she is a Christ-like 
role-model for them. 
And not just them, 
but also the neigh-
bourhood kids and 
the Freedom Boys (a 

ministry to boys who 

live on the streets of 
Soroti) she tutors. And 
not just them, but also 
the children of our team 
during the Physical 
Education class she 
teaches, the children’s 
ministry she led at the 
team retreat, other team 
gatherings… basically 
any-time she sees them. 
And not just them, but 
also the babies, toddlers 
and care-takers at  
Amecet N’aipakin (a shelter for HIV infected & affected, 
neglected and abused children and newborn babies who 
lost their mothers after delivery) whom she visits on a 
weekly basis. And not just them, but also us, always 
willing and ready to give a helping hand and being an 
always-present and positive part of our family.  
 
And not just them and us, but so many others in 
between. We are so thankful to God for Rebekah, for who 
He made her to be, and for bringing her into our lives. 
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Initiated by our daughter, 
Miriam, we have been 
involved in leading an ever 
growing number of teen-
agers in what is called the 
Beyond Bible Study Group.  
It’s been 
very help-
ful for 
“testing”  
material 
we hope to 
use in the 
Beyond 
Transform-
ation 
Centre. In 
addition to 
meeting  
weekly to study God’s word, we 
get together to play ultimate 
Frisbee or football (soccer), watch 
a movie and to do service projects 
in our communities (such as 
cleaning a spring well, helping 
people in their gardens). Please 
pray that we may all be open to 
the Spirit’s leading, that He may 
open our hearts and eyes to see 
Him more clearly and the world 
around us through His eyes more 
and more, that we may not give up 
in meeting together and spurring 
one another on toward love.  
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