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7lbs 1oz/3.2kg 
19in/48cm 

 

We praise God for this bea-
utiful addition to our family. 
Please pray for Amara. She 
was born with 2/3 of her right 
lung malformed and will most 
likely need surgery before 
we head back to Uganda. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We pray that God will mirac-
ulously heal her and no mal-
formation will be found when 
she has a CAT scan at the 
end of this month. 

photography by Andrew Nicodem 
Snapshot of Soroti Town 

Soroti Town's distinct yet 
dilapidated and diminish-
ing British and Indian 
architecture serve as the 
few remaining reminders 
of days gone by, of the 
early colonial days before 
Uganda became inde-
pendent (1962) and Idi  
Amin expelled all Asians (1972). Due to decades of 
war that followed, development in Soroti Town 
stagnated and regressed. However, following the 
LRA Insurgency from 2003 to 2007, when Soroti 
Town became one big refugee camp, the town has 
been booming with a huge influx of people, 
motorcycles, cars, produce, business, and 
development. 
 
Today, in the shadow of a 
small granite outcropping, 
people of many different 
ages, tribes, religions, 
and walks of life pack the 
streets of Soroti Town. 
The streets are lined with 
people going about their 
daily business, hawkers 
and produce peddlers, 
and idlers watching life 
go by. Boda-bodas  
(bicycle taxis), piki-pikis (motorcycle taxis), matatus 
(minibus taxis), large coach buses, and trucks 
overloaded with goods and people are constantly 
passing by. Children and youth make their way in 
droves to and from school and congregate in the
sports grounds in the evenings to play soccer, volley- 
ball and 
rugby. 
Street boys  
scrounge 
the garbage 
heaps for 
scrap metal  

 

from vegetables and fruit 
grown on the slopes of Mt. 
Elgon; to cow, goat, tilapia, 
and 50lb Nile perch, all 
chopped up by machete; to 
staples like millet, sorghum, 
cassava flour, beans, 
peanuts, ground tea leaves, 
white ants, and dried min- 

minnows; to hardware, plastic-ware, and clothing.  
 
Outside of 
market, most 
of the shops 
are owned 
and run by 
Indian Hindus, 
who post the 
swastika and 
Om symbols 
above their  
entry-ways and set up shrines at their check-out 
counters for blessing and success from their gods. 
You will often find them burning incense, offering 
sacrifices, and reciting chants in front of their 
shrines, and at the Hindu Temple on their way to and 
from work. Five times a day, the Muslim call to 
worship from the main mosque can be heard 
echoing through the streets and alleyways of town. 
Behind the mosque, a rough crowd of welders, 
carpenters and mechanics scrape by a living.  
 
All in all, 
Soroti is a 
town of 
diversity 
and oppor-
tunity... 
opportunity 
to see 
Christ  
claimed in all spheres of society and life through 
those we are seeking to walk alongside. There is 
hope that Soroti Town will be a community where no 
one is invisible and everyone has access to food, 
freedom and forgiveness. 
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and plastic they can sell to buy glue for sniff- 
ing away cold, hunger and loneliness.  Beggars sit in front of the banks and in the 

narrow alleys of the busy, colourful, odorous market, where you can find everything  
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Ask Pius about his dream in life and he will tell you in just a few 
words. "A father to the fatherless: that is what I want to be." 
 

Perhaps it's because the twenty-eight year old Ugandan knows 
what it means to live without a father, losing both parents when 
he was still very young. Or it could be that he saw real, sacrificial 
love displayed through a guardian that took him in years ago, 
caring for him and helping him through school. Or maybe it's 
simply because Pius knows the love of his true Father in heaven. 

 

Perhaps it is for all of those reasons together that Pius knows the calling that God has 
placed on his life. "I used to ask, 'Why God, why did you call me to Soroti?'" Pius 
remembers. "But then I heard some small voice in my head saying, 'There is great 
purpose for you being here.'"   

 

It was in Soroti that we came to know Pius over 5 years ago, and were able to provide  
him with Biblical and ministry training and send him to 
Mto Moyoni (http://mto-moyoni.org), a beautiful retreat 
center along the banks of the Nile. It was at Mto 
Moyoni that he discovered God as Father, and as a 
result the calling God placed on his life. “At Mto 
Moyoni I met my Father’s love in a greater way than 
you could ever imagine. I came to understand my full 
identity as a son of God. With my Father’s love, I am 
now more equipped to bless others and I believe I will 
also be a good father to children just as God is a good 
Father is to me.” 
 

We are excited to walk alongside people like Pius in Soroti and beyond, those who have a vision for 
ministry and a heart for reaching their community with 
the love of the Father. Today, Pius often works with 
members of Team Beyond in co-leading outreaches 
and trainings, and also spends significant time 
working with children and youth at his local church. 
 

Pius's eyes light up when he talks about the kids he 
serves. "There is one named Faith who has really 
grown in her faith. She can read her Bible, pray, share 
the gospel with people, and share the love of God." 
Pius pauses and then laughs as he thinks of another.  

"One boy named David, he reads his Bible more than he reads his school books!" 
 

This year, we have begun to sponsor Pius so that he can attend Africa Bible University* near Kampala 
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TEACHER 

NEEDED 
 

We are in great 
need of a teacher, 
preferably with a K-8 
teaching degree, for 
our three oldest 
children – Miriam 
(14), Avalien (8) and 
Moses (7) – for the 
2014/15 school 
year.  Curriculum,  
housing and other costs would 
be provided. Plenty of opport-
unity would be available for 
involvement in other ministry 
work.  If you are interested or 
know of anyone who is/might be, 
please contact us at 
sliedrechts@hotmail.com.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pius` Story 
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Pius at a training in the village 
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"I am very thankful and excited that God has provided me with this opportunity," Pius says. Once he completes university, Pius knows he will 
return to Soroti and continue his ministry with the city's youth. "I will come back to Soroti because I believe in God's calling for me here. I know 
He wants me to be a servant to this community."   
 

Considering his heart for and call to disciple youth, he is very interested in being part of the ministry of the discipleship camp and retreat  
center. In fact, Pius has already played an important part inspiring and helping develop 
the vision of the discipleship camp and retreat center.  To be sure, he will be 
instrumental in referring youth to, preparing youth for and following-up on youth once 
they return from the discipleship camp and retreat center.  And upon completion of his 
degree studies, he will be all the more equipped to be directly part of the training and 
discipleship of the youth at the discipleship camp and retreat center. 
 
*If you would like to help sponsor Pius to get his degree, please email us �. 
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