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For the last five years, 
Grace has been not just a 
house-help but a dear 
friend to us. She was 
such a wonderful, hard- 
hard-working woman after 
God's own heart who truly 
lived up to her name. She 
was an absolute joy to have 
around and our kids adored 
her. While her sudden death 
is difficult for those she left 
behind, especially for her 7 
children & 1 grand-child she  
took care of 
on her own, 
we can re-
joice that 
she is now 
with Jesus, 
free from all 
pain, suffer- 
ing and tears. We can also 
praise God for her life and 
the resulting opportunity her 
death provided – to preach 
preach the Gospel in a 
powerful and meaningful way 
that honours the life of 
Grace. And so, at Grace’s  
      funeral, to the hundreds  
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by Ryan Gilles, photography by Andrew Nicodem 

The Igangus` Story 
 
Three men sit on a wooden 
bench under a thatched roof. 
Father, son, and grandson 
seated together, they listen as 
the eldest talks of days gone 
by in that Ugandan village that 
three generations together call 
home. From their large hands 
to their wide smiles, their 
family bond is visibly unmis-
takable. But it is the invisible 
that speaks far louder.    
 
 

Across that one wooden 
bench spans a family legacy 
three generations long. 
Relatively few people on this 
earth may know of the 
Igangu  family  of  Obulle,  

Uganda, but in that region, 
there is hardly a soul who 
doesn't. The reason traces back 
some fifty years to when Jason, 
the eldest, began to follow the 
simple call of sharing the Word 
of God throughout his largely 
unbelieving community. "When I  

was first saved, 
it was me alone 
in this place," 
says the now  
80-year-old, remembering those early and 
often difficult days as a preacher. "But I 
stayed firm in the Lord and the Word of 
God  has  extended  all  over  this  comm- 

unity." Today there are five churches in the community of  
Obulle and any local will tell you 
that Jason was, in some way, a 
part of them all. 
 
"And God is still saving His people 
here," says Jason, casting a 
glance at his son, Martin. For the 
past fifteen years, Martin too has 
followed his father's footsteps in 
the call of ministry, pastoring a 
church in Obulle called Time for 

God Ministries. As Martin seeks to  

 
grow his ministry in this 
community, Team Beyond is 
walking alongside by helping 
to start a small baking 
business Martin hopes will 
provide his family with in-
come and also be a blessing 
to the needy in Obulle. Using 
a handmade brick and mud
oven that he built with Jim 
Guzzaldo, a member of Team 
Beyond, Martin now bakes 
loaves of bread, rolls, and 
more,  which  he  can  sell  to 

locals in town. "We have seen  God  providing and doing 
great things in the church and in the community," he says.
And now also, Martin's 23-year-old son, Dan, has begun 
the same ministry journey as his father and grandfather,
becoming a youth pastor for a nearby church in the town 

of Soroti. "I think I grew 
up with that spirit of minis-
try," says Dan flashing his 
familiar toothy grin.  

 
 
 
"Many people here have come 
to Jesus and they have peace 
now," Jason adds as Martin and 
Dan nod. Together, their family 
legacy is one of deep invest-
ment in the community that they 
love. And perhaps most beauti-
fully, God has used that one 
family legacy to ignite countless 
others  in  Obulle  and  beyond  
that are slowly  but surely transforming communities.  

 
Reaching out his hand, 
almost as if to touch 
something that can't be 
seen, Jason closes his 
eyes and says, "Where we 
are going is very near and, 
thanks to God, where we 
have been is very far." 
 

 



Another man named Emma stood to tell the 
congregation how he prayed to receive Christ years 
ago under a mango tree not even a hundred meters 
from the church. "I have salvation and I have hope 
now," he said. "I have joy because I will be with the 
Father one day." 

 
Team Beyond is honored to be a part of God's 
transformational work in this community in a number of 
ways, including teaching courses on topics from 
Kingdom-focused business, to leadership training, and 
even marriage and family. "When we started that 
teaching, it was the day joy entered my heart," said 
one of church leaders, Ojokwan Dan, referring to the 
leadership training and the marriage courses in his 
testimony. "It has strengthened and encouraged me so 
much," said another woman.  

 
A primary school has also been started at UCFM in the 

hope of bringing up a generation of children in Obulle that know the Lord. 
"We want to see many children come," Martin explained with a gleam in his 
eye. "For the purpose that this community and this generation could know 
the truths of God." 
 
As the service came to a close that day, Martin thanked the congregation  
for their testimonies of God's 
faithfulness. "What God has 
given us is through grace, not 
through ourselves," he said 
with raised hands. "And we 
expect God to do even more in 

days to come." 
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One after another they stood to speak, the sounds 
of beating drums and praising voices still hanging 
in the air beneath the church's thatched roof. "It is 
good to testify of the Lord's goodness in this 
place," said pastor Robert to begin the morning of 
personal testimonies. And the congregation 
listened, coming one by one to share how the Lord 
was at work in their lives, their community, and the 
Ugandan Christian Fellowship Mission church that 
they call home. 
 
For over eleven years, the UCFM has been a part 
of the community in the village of Obulle. "We had 
a clear calling to plant a church in this place," says 
Emeru Martin, the leader of the UCFM 
organization. "We know that it was not our will but 
God's." According to Martin, the community was a 
difficult yet necessary place to begin ministering 
back  in  2002.  "There  was lots of killing, drinking,  
and witchcraft," he says. "But we have seen a great change in this 
society."  
 
The transformation Martin spoke of was evident that day in the many 
testimonies from people across Obulle. Some spoke of broken 
families and marriages, some of addictions and personal struggles,  

and others of war, trauma, 
and conflict. "I thank God for 
all he has done in my life, 
even in hardship," said one 
man, who struggled with a 
drinking addiction and an 
ongoing illness. "For today, I 
live by God's grace." 

 of people who were grieving, God led me to preach on and apply 1 Corinthians 15:54-58. 
 
In application to Grace’s death, I ended the gospel presentation with the following: “We are 
all grieving Grace’s death because she was so important to us and left us alone. And it’s ok 
to grieve and be sad – to miss her.  But we cannot stay there. Our sorrow can and should 
turn to joy, because Grace lived for Jesus and, as a result, defeated death and is in a much 
better place.  We need to be happy for Grace. She is totally free. Her death was only a 
stepping stone to eternal life.  Therefore, we would do well to not focus on Grace’s death, but  

on how she lived her life. She stood 
in the light and her life is a 
testimony to that light, bringing her 
to eternal life.  By focusing on her 
life, we can know how to obtain 
eternal  life.   Grace’s  life  can  be 
summarized in one word: grace. She truly exhibited the love of Jesus described in 1 Corinthians 
13:4-7 and the fruit of the Spirit described in Galatians 5:22-23. Grace was patient, Grace was kind. 
She did not envy, she did not boast, she was not proud. She did not dishonor others, she was not 
self-seeking, she  was not easily angered, she kept no record of wrongs. She always protected, 
always hoped, always persevered. Grace was full of love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Let’s honour Grace by celebrating and thanking 
God for her life, as wonderful gift to us all, showing us the way to eternal life; and by following her 
example of love for Jesus and others.” 
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Slumber party with
Grace’s children & 

neighbors after the funeral
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