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From March 4-9, the 18 
adults and 24 children of 
Team Beyond made their 
way 8hrs south to a beaut-
iful, remote peninsula on 
Lake Victoria.  Five people 
from Connecticut, USA 
came to help lead the 
retreat.  Worship was led 
by singer and songwriter 
Katie Nelson 
(http://katienelsonmusic.com/) 
and the daily sessions on 
Soul Care were led by 
Ingrid Davis, a specialist 
in life-coaching, spiritual 
direction, emotional heal-
ing, mentoring, soul-care, 
and missionary member 
care. God powerfully 
ministered to the souls of 
each of us, and to the coll-
ective soul of our team. 
He also ministered to the 
souls of 55 of our part-
ners. Following the retreat 
we hosted 
a 2-day 
Soul-Care 
Seminar in 
Soroti. We 
heard so 
many test-
imonies 
that “she 
was 
speaking  
directly to me.” 
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For the months of January and February, we were blessed to 
have a journalist, a photographer and a videographer – Ryan 
Gilles, Andrew Nicodem and Marianne Bach respectively – 
join Team Beyond to document our ministry work, stories of 
lives  and  communities  being  transformed,  and  the  needs.   

They have done 
a wonderful job 
of capturing the 
true essence of 
what  God  is  
doing  in  and 
through Team 
Beyond and our  
partners.  Beyond what they produced, their attitudes, humble learner 
approach, and friendship have been a great encouragement to our entire 
team. 

 

We will be featuring much of what they captured 
and produced in our newsletters, on Facebook 
http://facebook.com/sliedrecht.family and on our 

and on our blog http://sliedrechts.wordpress.com.  To begin with and build on our article of 
teammates Colin & Ronnie Rosser in our last newsletter, here is what Ryan, Andrew and 
Marianne captured of their work… 
 
  
 

 

by Ryan Gilles, photography by Andrew Nicodem 
 

“I could have died and no one would have known,” says Ajesu Salapina, sitting be- 
side her hut in the rural village of Obulle. The 80-year-old widow shakes her head as  
she remembers, looking up at the glaring 
Ugandan sun above. “No one would come by 
for days at a time and I could not walk to 
water. I was in big trouble.” 

 
Salapina’s problem is a common one in 
Uganda today, and not just for the elderly. In 
fact, an estimated 10 million Ugandans in rural 
areas lack access to clean water. Even those  

with access to a community well are rarely closer than 1-3 kilometers away. 
Under these conditions, few receive the amount of water they truly need to care 
for family, crops, or livestock and many resort to drinking from unsafe sources. 
 
But Salapina no longer wonders where she will get water. Just 20 feet from the 
door of her hut now stands a small hand operated well where just a few pumps 
brings a stream of clean water to an incredibly grateful woman. “I am so happy 
and thankful to God,” says Salapina, her eyes shining as she stands to pump a 

cup of water for herself. ���� 
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Jimmy and 
several 
others from 
the local 
church now 
work in two 
teams that 
drilled thir-
teen wells 
over the past  
year  as  they  
test  and   
perfect the technology alongside people 

from ITeams and Water For All. In fact, Jimmy and two friends hope to start 
their own drilling comp-any in the years to come, taking the technology and 
philosophy of ministry to other nearby villages. 
 

If you visit Salapina today, you will likely find her near the well, talking to  
women from her 
community and 
playing with child-
ren as she offers 
her water to any-
one who needs it. 
“Now she is telling 
everyone all the 
time what God 
has done,” says a 
local pastor in 
Obulle village. 
“Before everyone 
who comes, she is 
testifying.” 
 

Watch the video Walking Alongside Well Drilling by Marianne Bach 

http://tinyurl.com/welldrilling 
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In 2011, International Teams http://iteams.us 
began working alongside the local church 
in Obulle, in partnership with Water For All 

International http://waterforallinternational.org, to 
help those like Salapina. Rather than 
drilling one well and leaving, the aim is to 
work long-term, side by side with the local 
church to teach families in the community  

of Obulle 
and beyond 
to drill their 
own low-
cost wells,  
made entirely from locally available 
materials. Not only can such wells be a 
boon to the health and income of
families  but  they  also  provide  the 
church with a powerful way to serve 
and minister to the community. 
 

“These wells have made a big 
difference for many families,” says one 
Ugandan named Jimmy. Taking a 
break from a long day of well-drilling, 
he wipes water and mud from his fore- 

head as the sounds of breaking rock and splashing water continue  
behind him. Up and 
down, a group of 
Ugandan men heave 
a long pipe and drill 
bit, slowly working  
their way through 
some thirty meters 
of earth to make a 
new well for a widow  
   in their community. 
 

We each created a timeline of our life 
identifying the significant events, 
relationships and circumstances, 
positive and negative, that have had a 
vital impact on our development; and 
examined how they impacted us – what 
we learned through them, what patterns 
we see, how God has been at work in 
our lives, what we need to let go of, the 
roots of lies we believe, who we need to 
forgive, what promises of the Word we 
can claim.  We discovered why and how  

we need to revisit our pasts so that we can reclaim our presents and rewrite our futures.  At the end of both the re- 
treat and the seminar, we nailed the soul-wounds and sins God revealed  to us to the cross,  had a time of confession and  forgiveness, and 
enjoyed  communion with each other.  Since then,  we have been sharing our life stories with each other and have thus been growing deeper in 
our relationships with and trust of each other. 
 

FOR MORE PHOTOS, GO TO 
http://tinyurl.com/soulcare2013 
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