
With the Great Christmas Camera  
Collection in December 2007, we  
decided to initiate a business idea  
that was presented to us by  
Francis Osire, an Iteso church- 
planter and missionary, and that  
was based on the following 3 facts: 
 

Fact #1 – Ugandans love to have their picture  
taken and have photos taken of their families and 
special events.  While they are unable to afford their  

own cameras, most Ug-
andans are able and will-
ing to hire an amateur 
photographer to take pho-
tos for them.  The avail-
ability of such photogra-
phers with cameras is ex-
tremely low. 

 

Fact #2 – Pastors and 
Christian workers in Ug- 

anda have to be tentmakers, earning their income 
not from the ministry they are involved in, but from a 
2nd job in order to provide for themselves, their 
families and the ministries in which they are involved. 
 

Fact #3 – One of our goals in mobilizing the local 
church to build transforming communities within 
Soroti and beyond is to provide business opportun-
ities for the leaders of the local church and its minis-
tries so that they can more effectively do the ministry 
God has placed before them.   
 
Well, more than a year later, we are extremely happy 
to report the great success of this test run and our
desire to further develop and expand the Beyond 
Photography initiative.  Francis Osire has been 
overwhelmed with gratitude for the 2 cameras he has 
 

received because they have helped him to provide for 
his family – to pay the rent on their small
2-room home and feed his five children.  

“By being able to financially support 
my family through my photography 
with the camera, I am now able to 

focus on the passion and 
gifts God has given me to 

pastor a growing church on the 
outskirts of Soroti.”  With the other 

cameras that many of you have giv-
en, others have been able to be 

more independent & responsible 
in the care for their families and have 

been able to focus more on their minis-
try involvement from children’s ministries 
to pastoring churches to evangelism and 

outreach to youth ministries to missions in Karamoja.
 

The vision is that this Beyond Photography initiative 
will expand throughout Uganda & beyond and include 
further accountability and training on photography and 
business & marketing with a Biblical worldview.  Now 
is the time for it to really take off as most of Africa is 
still using and developing only film (not digital) while 
most of the West has switched to digital and are  
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Over the past two years, we 
have been increasingly struck 
by the great privilege we have 
in owning even just one Bible 
(but no, we have at least 5, not 
to mention all on the Internet).  
How much we have taken this 
blessing for granted… 
 

Here in Teso, and in all of 
Uganda and Africa for that mat-
ter, personal Bibles are rare.  
Even many Bible college stud-
ents & pastors don’t have their 
own Bibles.  The fact is every-
where we go people are des-
perate for a Bible.  So, with a 
mission to encourage, equip 
and assist the local church with 
a Biblical worldview, we have 
decided to distribute Bibles 
strategically, through built & 
growing relationships. 
 

In the onset of this quest, we 
discovered the great unavail-
ability of quality Bibles in 
Uganda.  Nowhere are we able 
to find study Bibles and when it 
comes to regular Bibles, all we 
can find are paperbacks that 
quickly get ruined.  Well, with 
the help of some of our part-
ners in the West, we have been 
able to obtain and distribute 
hundreds of Bibles to stud-
ents, pastors & ministry work-
ers, escaped LRA abductees, 
friends, neighbors, shopkeep-
ers… including Chinese Bibles 
to our Chinese friends and 
Hindi Bibles to our Indian 
friends.   
 

More moving than their initial 

responses of extreme gratitude 
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are their 
testimonies of transformation due to the power of God’s Word at work in their hearts.  Take David as one of the many examples.  
Before David received his Bible, he and his family were literally tormented by Satan – his wife could not talk, his son could not walk 
and his mind was constantly disturbed.  Not knowing his situation and without much thought, we gave him a Bible, upon his request.
He then left for the village and we soon forgot about him… until he returned to our gate a few months later full of joy.  Continually 
digesting and speaking God’s Word caused a miraculous change in the lives of him and his family.  Now he is a respected man in 
his community, church and family – with a talking wife, a walking son and many who want Bibles because of his living testimony! 
 

CHECK OUT OUR WEBPAGE FOR MANY NEW BLOGS – http://sliedrechts.spaces.live.com  

BIBLE DISTRIBUTION 

DDaavviidd



We are so excited to share with you 
what God has been doing in our lives  
    regarding our next adoption.  For  

the past year we have been pursuing an  
    “Embryo Adoption” through www.Nightlight.org 
Christian Adoptions’ Snowflakes Program.  Many  

of you are now saying “what is an embryo adoption?”  Let 
us try to explain… 

 

Many couples facing infertility choose to try in-vitro fertili-
zation (IVF) in order to get pregnant.  When a family  
has been successful in having a child through IVF, 
remaining embryos are often cryo-preserved  
(frozen). This results in the question of  
what to do with the remaining embryos  
that will not be used. Destroy the embryos?  
Donate them for research or implantation?   
“Embryo adoption resolves a difficult prob- 
lem in a God-honoring, life-affirming way.   
By God’s grace, embryo adoption can be a blessing 

for everyone involved. For the couple who don- 
ates embryos, it is a positive, pro-life way to resolve 
a wrenching ethical dilemma. For the adopting 
couple it can be a beautiful opportunity to exper-
ience pregnancy and become parents. And for the 
embryos themselves, a way is provided for them to 
grow, enter this world, and live a full life” 
(http://www.TheBanner.org/magazine/article.cfm?article_id=1924). 

Snowflake Adoptions began in 1997 to allow 
embryos to achieve their ultimate purpose – life.  
There are over 500,000 frozen embryos in cryo- 

banks in the United States. These are pre-born children 
waiting for a chance at life.    

Last Sept. we completed our  
paperwork and home-study  
and were matched with a family  
in California who chose us to  
adopt their 4 embryos!  We will  
be in Michigan beginning late  
August to prepare for the “Frozen  
Embryo Transfer” (when the embryos will       be thawed 
and transferred into Angie).  The transfer will hopefully 
take place in Oct.  There is no guarantee of pregnancy, 
but we leave that in God’s hands!  And don’t worry not 
all 4 embryos will be implanted at one time... just 2.  
 

Our journey through infertility has at times 
been very painful, but always God-filled.  We  

           continue to stand in amazement at what God has 
              done in our family, our beautiful children, and  

our upcoming adoption.  Pursuing embryo  
adoption has not been an easy decision, but 

after much prayer we know with confidence that this is 
what He wants for our family.   
 

We need your prayers.  Please pray for our continued 
peace of mind, for the financial burden of an adoption, 
for the travels to MI, for the successful thawing of the 
embryos, for the success of the Frozen Embryo Trans-
fer resulting in pregnancy, for         a “good” pregnancy, 
and most important that we            continue to put our 
hope in our great God                             no matter the 
outcome!  We                                                       know 
that God listens to                                            your pray-
ers! Thank you for                                             once 
again walking this                                            adoption 
journey with us! 

 

At the end of April    our team was blessed with 3 
days in Jinja for our annual Spiritual Retreat.  It 
was a time of great fellowship, worship and Bible 
teaching.  Teammates Josh and Josiah led us in 3 
lessons on the filling of the Holy Spirit: how to 
prepare to be filled with God’s Spirit – emptying  
 

ourselves; what we 
need to do to have a 
fuller indwelling of 
God’s Spirit; and why 
we need to be filled 
with God’s Spirit. We 
stayed at a beautiful 
resort on Lake Victoria 
at the Source of the 
Nile and were able to 
spend many hours in 
the pool.  We took a  
boat ride and ate at  
some great restaurants.  It truly was an awe-
some time of getting away from the busyness of 
life and ministry in Soroti and growing closer 
together as a team. 
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 Beyond Photography Con’t 

wondering what to do with 
their film cameras. 

What we need is someone 
to join our team long-term 
to head up, develop and 
expand the Beyond Photo-
graphy initiative.  If you are 
interested or if you know 
someone who is or could 
be interested, please let us 
know – sliedrechts@hotmail.com.  
We also need to collect 
your dusty film cameras 
and put them to use for the 
expanse of God’s King-
dom. Specifically, we need  

• SLR film cameras  

• flash units 

• camera cases 

• lenses, filters, cleaning kits 

• batteries (123, 28L, CR2, 
2CR5, EPX76, PX625) 

• new film 

• (digital cameras for local 
ministry & mission orgs) 

If you would like to donate any of 
the above (tax-deductible in the 
US), please let us know 
(sliedrechts@hotmail.com) and we will 
direct you to a nearby drop-off 
location or give you a post 
address. 
 

Also, until we have the long-term 
Beyond Photography Director join 
our team, we could use someone 
who is able and willing to come 
out short-term to teach a photo-
graphy course for those who have 
already received cameras. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Look forward to hearing from you! 
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