
 

The Sliedrecht Situation 

December 2010

Beyond News 

Team Retreat 
 
From October 28 to November 1, the 11 adults and 9 
children of Team Beyond (along with the parents of  

Beckie, for child-care) set sail to Bulago 
Island, a remote 500 acre island on 
Lake Victoria, 0°01'S of the equator, for 
their annual team retreat.  It was a 
wonderful time of relaxation, refresh-
ment, fellowship, and team-building.   

 
As we continue to grow in number, we 
desire to continue to grow in perform- 
ance in which each team member is deeply committed to a common purpose, mission and strategy 
for which we hold ourselves mutually accountable; and to one another’s personal growth and 
success.  In order to be such a team, it is essential to build a strong foundation of trust – of 
vulnerability, love and grace – grounded in the gospel and supported by the body of Christ.   

 
And so, on that island, with no place to go and no way to escape, we began to build that foundation by each 
sharing their Life-Map, who God created them to be according to the 

• personality 

• spiritual gifts and formation 

• strengths 
He has given them.  It was an great time of discovery and appreciation of not only ourselves, but moreover of each 
other, reinforcing the truth that God works through different people in different ways, according to who He made 
them to be and His perfect plan.  With such intimate knowledge of each other, coupled with Christ-like love for 
each other, we are better able to accept, encourage and support each other.   
 
Before each team member shared, we spent time singing praises to God; after each shared, we all gathered 
around them praying and thanking God for them.  In between, we enjoyed swimming (in the pool, not in the 
crocodile/parasite/monitor-lizard-infested lake), playing games, hiking, exploring, and eating together.  On our 
second-to-last night, once everyone shared their Life-Map, we celebrated Communion together to seal our unity 
and trust.  You would think that after spending so much time together, we would be ready to get off that island – 
well, we were enjoying our time together so much that we decided to stay an extra night and were still sad to 
leave, albeit refreshed and re-energized to go and return to our ministry work in Soroti. 
 
If you would like to discover your Life-Map, to further discover who God created you to be and in so doing what He 
is calling you to do, download the in-depth guide at http://sliedrechts.files.wordpress.com/2010/11/life-map.pdf  

 

A CHRISTMAS 

CELEBRATION 
 

Abducted 

In June 2003, when he was 
9 years old, David was  
abducted by 
the Lord’s 
Resistance 
Army (LRA) 
rebel soldiers 
together with 
his parents 
and other 
children.  
After his 
parents were 
brutally killed 
in front of 
him, David 
was forced to  
carry heavy loads, tied from 
waist to waist to other 
abducted children, for hund-
reds of kms, with no shoes 
and little food.  If they cried or 
complained, they would be 
beaten, killed, or have their 
mouths pad-locked shut.  
When they came to a river or 
swamp, they would literally 
be pulled across – many 
drowned.  When they reach-
ed the border of Somalia 
many of the abducted child-
ren were sold as slaves in 
exchange for weapons and 
bullets.  David was then 
taken to Sudan where he 
was trained to become a 
soldier in the LRA.  He was 
drugged, tortured, forced to  
drink human 
blood, and reg-
ularly put through 
Satanic rituals, all 
of which would 
instill in him a 
desire to stay in 
the bush and live  
a life of violence. 
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DDDaaavvviiiddd    aaattt    ttthhheee   MMMaaassssss   GGGrrraaavvveee   SSSiii ttteee    

wwwhhheeerrreee    hhh iiisss    pppaaarrreeennntttsss    aaarrreee    bbbuuurrr iiieeeddd   

MMMeeerrrrrryyy   CCChhhrrriiissstttmmmaaasss   

• passions 

• life experiences 

• vision 
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land and did not want to give it up. 
 

Freedom 
While David was staying with the 
kind soldier’s aunt, he continued 
to be tormented by demons that 
would come in the form of two 
women telling him to go back to 
the bush or they would kill him.  In 
August 2009, they directed him to 
sharpen a machete.  When other 
children asked him what he was 
doing, he couldn’t respond.  The 
demon women then told him to  
burn his house down.  As a result, he was sent to the 
Soroti police station who then connected him with us.  15 
years old, no home, no family, nothing but the clothes on 
his back… and his one and only request from us was 
that we pray for him and give him a Bible.  He was 
desperate for the freedom that only Jesus can provide. 
The Holy Spirit was no doubt working in his heart. 
 

We were able to find him a temporary place to stay, give 
him his first Bible and have Josh Shaarda, our team-
mate, lead him through the 7 Steps to Freedom.  David 
committed his life to Christ, confessed before God all 
that he had done, been through, and witnessed, and 
forgave each person that harmed him – from the rebels 
who abducted him and killed his parents to the soldiers 
who molested him.  From that point on, he truly became 
free.  No longer did he have nightmares. No longer was 
he tormented by demons. He was free to fully follow God 
and has been doing so ever since, even in the midst of 
the many trials that he was about to face... 
 
Trials 

When David’s time at the temporary housing we found 
him came to an end, the probation officer had him sent to 
Kapirinza Child Rehabilitation Centre. The conditions 
were terrible – unsanitary and extremely abusive.  So, 
only 3 weeks later, he escaped leaving all he owned, 
including his prized possession – his Bible.  He ended up 
walking barefoot 150 km to Kampala where he sought the 
            help of the Prime Minister. He was connected to  
                        the Minister of Defense, J.J. Odongo, who 
                              sponsored him for 1 term of Primary 6 
                                at a Christian boarding school. 
                                     
                                 Unable to continue to pay the school 
                                fees, David returned to the village of 
                                  the kind soldier’s aunt and was able 
                                   to find a small, grass-roofed hut to  
                                   rent. Using money raised in the  
                                       www.RideforRefuge.org, we got him  
                                            a new Bible and helped him  
                                              pay for his rent, food, house- 
                                                    hold items, and school 
                                                        fees. Sadly, the life he 
                                                      sought to lead did not  
                                                   turn out as he or we had  
                                                 hoped and became quite 
                                               challenging. 
                                                       became extremely  

His hut was next to a large, busy bar that played 
loud music every night.  What’s more, out of 
jealousy of the help we were giving David and 
mere spite of orphans and former child soldiers, 
people in the community verbally abused him 
telling him that he did not belong in their 
community.  At school, he was teased for being 
older and a former rebel.  He felt very lonely and 
often thought about his parents.  Consequently, 
he became very ill with chest and stomach 
pains, vomiting and urinating of blood, panic 
attacks, and fainting spells that would leave him 
unconscious for hours. He was diagnosed with 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.  So, with the  

help of our teammate, Jennifer, medication, and loving 
care, he was able to get back to health and we began 
making plans to move him out of that situation once he 
finished the school term. 
 

However, the situation 
quickly grew worse.  
Soon after, at the end 
of October, people in 
the community began 
threatening David and 
tried to kill him by 
poisoning his water.  
Then, on November 3 
at 11:00pm, thinking 
that he was asleep in-
side, they burned down 
his house.  It is only by 
God’s grace that he 
was able to smell the  
poison before he drank it and that he was not in the house 
when they burned it. 
 
Celebration 

Despite all that he has been through, David continues to 
trust in God. In fact, it is because of all he has been through 
and survived that he is convinced God has a great purpose 
for him and praises God for the life He has given him. All in 
all, we have found David to have a very humble and gentle 
spirit.  He is bright, obedient and, most of all, extremely 
passionate about following God.  We often find him reading 
his Bible and/or listening to the local Christian radio station. 
What’s more, God has been instilling in him a deep desire 
to go to Bible school and head into focused ministry work.   
 

This Christmas, we celebrate that Jesus made his dwelling 
in the heart of David because it is only by the love and 
power of Jesus in David that his life can be so transformed.  
David agrees.  In fact, he has chosen December 25 to be 
his birthday, to celebrate his life with Jesus.  As he has 
never celebrated his birthday before (not knowing what day 
he was born), we plan to make this first one a good one.   
 

Please keep David in your prayers, that he may stand firm 
in Christ and thus have the strength and courage to press 
on.  Please pray for us and our team as we continue to 
support, disciple and mentor David. 
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 A Christmas 
Celebration (cont.) 

 

David was forced to kill (“I 
don’t know how many… more 
than 100”), steal, pillage and 
abduct children.  Because he 
was good at languages, he
soon became a translator for 
some of the top LRA com-
manders and spent a lot of 
time around Joseph Kony, the 
leader of the LRA.    
 
Escape 

After 4 years, when they were
in desperate circumstances 
hiding in the jungles of
Congo, David gained a desire 
to escape.   However, he was 
quickly caught and, as a 
result, was severely beaten,
stamped on, shot in the back,
and stabbed in the neck. 
Vomiting blood and bleeding 
out his ears, eyes, nose, and 
all of his wounds, he was left 
for dead.  However, he mir-
aculously survived, stuffed his 
neck wound with grass, 
returned to the LRA, and had 
the bullet in his back removed 
2-weeks later. 
 
It was not until June 2008, 
five years after his abduction, 
that he successfully managed 
to escape. After turning him-
self in to government soldiers 
in Congo, he was brought to 
army barracks in Uganda.
Sadly, soldiers there mol-
ested him and tried to  
recruit him to fight in  
the Army. Finally,  
after 5 months, one  
soldier from Teso  
region noticed him  
and received permis- 
sion to bring him back 
to his village. They tried  
to find his relatives,  
but no one would  
claim him, most 
likely because  
they had 
grabbed 
his par- 

ents’ 
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