
Waiting, Watching, Praying 
When we left the United States mid-March our hearts were full of sad-
ness and confusion over the failed Frozen Embryo Transfer.  For the 
past few months we have been praying that God would clearly show us 
what he wanted next for our family.  When we returned to Uganda our 
hearts were again touched by the amount of orphans and the suffering 
that they endure.  Our hearts grieved for them and we knew that God 
was giving us the desire and courage to adopt from Uganda again.   
 
We spoke to Els, the director of Amecet (the baby shelter from where 
we got Moses), and told her that we were interested in adopting another 
child.  After that conversation we began praying that God would clearly 
direct Els to the child He wanted for us.  We asked that He would give 
her wisdom and guide her to the child that was to be ours.  We waited.  
We watched many children come in and out of Amecet and wondered if 

any of them would be ours.   
 

Risking Again 
Almost 4 weeks ago, out of the blue, Els called and said that she they just received a 3-
month-old baby girl and she wanted to talk to us.  Tim was in Kampala, so I quickly called 
him and then went to Amecet.  Els told me the sad story of 2 attempted abortions, an 
attempted murder, a Muslim family, a missing mother, and an abandoned malnourished
baby.  She told me that at first they weren’t going to take Zulea into Amecet but as Els held 
her, Zulea looked up at her and smiled and she immediately thought of us.  Zulea has 
survived much in her precious little life and we all agree that God must have a very special 
plan for this little girl.   

 
Els then brought me to meet Zulea.  As I held her, tears quietly fell 
and I longed for Tim to be there with me.  Tim came back from 
Kampala the next day and we immediately went to see Zulea at 
Amecet.  She was perfect and truly everything for which our hearts 
have been silently praying.  It was all perfect, except that the 
birthmother was missing and therefore could not sign over her rights 
to us.  We need to foster Zulea for 3 years before we can adopt her  

(as we are doing with Moses) and  
there is a chance that if the birthmother comes back and wants Zulea she can 
take her from us. God was asking us to risk again. 

 

We then took 2 weeks to “investigate” the situation.  
The grandfather, aunts, neighbors, and local 
council-men all told the same story and reassured 
us that the mother was not able to care for Zulea.  
The grandfather simply cannot take care of another 
child and asked that someone adopt her.  During 
those 2 weeks God spoke to Tim and I separately 
that Zulea was ours and that God would take care 
of the rest.  He was giving us our hearts’ desire and 
would walk with us through whatever is to come.   
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From May 31 to June 11, in 
Kampala, Uganda, the Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC) 
conducted the first ever 
Review Conference to make 
amendments to the Rome 
Statute, in particular to in-
clude a definition and trigger 
mechanism of the crime of 
aggression, and to take 
stock on the impact of the 
Rome Statute system since 
its implementation in 2002. 
Over 4,500 Delegates of the 
ICC’s 111 member States, 
representatives of non-
member states and inter-
governmental and non-
governmental organizations 
(NGOs) attended the con-
ference (for more info go to: 
www.iccnow.org/?mod=review; 
www.iccuganda2010.ug).   

 
One of the main reasons 
Uganda was chosen for this 
meeting of extreme interna-
tional significance was to  
provide ICC dele-
gates with the opport-
unity to relate with 
and understand the 
justice needs and 
experiences of the 
victims of and comm-
unities affected by the 
Lord’s Resistance 
Army (LRA) rebel 
atrocities. Consider-
ing our ministry work 
with victims in Teso,  
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Most every pastor and ministry worker in Uganda does not get paid by the church and must thus earn a living by 
other means.  Because jobs are lacking and many of the pastors and ministry workers do not have the skills to 
start and run a specific business, they struggle just to survive spending most of their time trying to provide for 
themselves and their families.  As a result, they have little time and money remaining for ministry.  As such, in 
adhering to Team Beyond’s mission, we are seeking to recruit team members who will mobilize pastors and 
ministry workers in specific businesses, using those businesses not just to earn a living and have more time for 
ministry, but moreover to extend their ministry work by providing a means to spread the Biblical worldview 
through Biblical business practices and relationships with customers.   

 
We praise God that He has raised up Jim and Margaret Guzzaldo (and son, 
Elliot) from Chicago to join Team Beyond long-term.  Jim is a professional 
pastry chef and Margaret is a musician and singer, with degrees in music bus- 

iness and international public service. They are passionate about using their skills to 
mobilize the local church to embrace and spread the Biblical worldview.  They have 
already been accept by International Teams (IT), completed IT’s training, and sold 
their house and other belongings. Their desire is to move to Soroti by November 2010; 
however, they need help. To find out how you can partner with them, go to their 

website www.guzzaldos.com or email them at guzzaldos@gmail.com.  

International Criminal Court cont’d… 
…requested by the ICC Review Conference 
organizers to host for a few hours in the 
afternoon of of May 30 a group of State Party 
representatives from Botswana, Sweden, 
Colombia, Denmark, Kenya, the Afghanistan 
Independent Human Rights Commission, the 
Office of the Prosecutor of the ICC (Italy), the 
MacArthur Foundation (USA), and a Judge from 
the War Crimes Division of the High Court of  

Uganda.   We decided to show them the Mass Grave Site and have them meet 130 former child soldiers for whom 
we, in partnership with Fida International, are providing support and spiritual counseling.   
 

In order for it to be a success, 
our whole team got involved.  
Using the money raised in the 
www.Ride for Refuge.com, we 
cleaned up the Mass Grave 
Site and made the day the 
delegates were to arrive a fun 
day for the 130 children.  They 
enjoyed making hand and foot  
prints; playing football (soccer), volleyball, netball, and card-games; fellow- 

shipping and eating lunch together; and singing and presenting for the delegates.  While it was a lot of work and we 
were not able to do everything we planned for the delegates (as they came 2 hours late), it was a wonderful time of 
bonding as a team and of interacting with the 130 children, the many Ugandans that helped out, and the delegates. 
 

At the actual ICC Review Conference in Kampala, our teammate, Beckie Carlson, and I, 
Tim, set up a booth in the People’s Space where NGOs could showcase their work and 
network together.  We handed out information booklets, DVDs of the Mass Grave Project 
(watch at www.youtube.com/watch?v=SxeAadkSzxc), and stones from the Mass Grave Site to  
serve as a daily reminder to pray and 
advocate for the LRA victims in Uganda.    
We also took 2 former child soldiers with 

us, Francis and David (who were abduct- 
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Beyond Baking Introducing… Con’t 
 

We spoke with 
Els on Monday, 
June 14 and 
told her that we 
wanted Zulea.  
We then quickly 
filled out the 
foster care app-
lication and on 
June 15 at 4:30 
pm we took 
home our 
daughter, Zulea Marie 
Sliedrecht.    
 
Born on March 7, 2010, Zulea 
now weighs 12 lbs (5.44 kg).  
Avalien and Moses love her 
and are so good to her. She is  
full of smiles, giggles and coos.  So, 
our house is now filled  
with bottles, spit-up, dirty 
diapers and sleepless 
nights and we are loving  
every minute of it! 
 
We wish that all of you 
could meet her!  She is 
a true gift from God.  
 
Please continue to pray for us and 
Zulea as we work on getting legal 
guardianship of her (we already have 
custody and her passport), and then 
apply for US, Canadian and Dutch 
visas.  And again thank you for walk- 
   ing with us on this journey! 
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ed by the LRA in 2003 as children, and were tortured and forced to kill for years).  They were able to share their 
powerful testimonies to many not only through a live, open interview I conducted, but also to newspaper, radio 
and television (even CNN) reporters.  It was a hugely encouraging and inspiring experience for them and us. 
 

To see more pictures of the ICC, please visit our website at http://sliedrechts.spaces.live.com.  

Avalien, Zulea & Moses 

Jim & Margaret Guzzaldo 

ICC Delegates & 130 Formerly Abducted Children 

Bobby, Stephanie & Esther  

UN Secretary General 
Ban Ki-moon 

Francis, Tim, Lawrence & David 

Tim Interviewing Francis & David  


