
Bibles & Books 
The mission of Team Beyond is “to mobilize local Christians to build transforming 
communities within Uganda and beyond; to energize, equip and engage local 
Christians with the Biblical worldview in ministry and in missions.”  One avenue in 
which we are seeking to fulfill this mission is through the development of a resource 
center.  Beginning as a Bible distribution center to address the desperate need and 
desire Ugandans, including pastors and ministry leaders, have for quality personal  

Bibles, we soon discovered the 
related need and desire for quality  
Christian resources to help in understanding and applying the 
Bible and the Biblical worldview, with its ensuing values and 
behaviors.  Thus began the vision for the Beyond Centre, a 
place where pastors and ministry leaders can have access to 
Christian books that they otherwise would have never known 
existed; a place where they can “get away” and study without  

the many distractions they have at home; a place where their spiritual roots can grow deep in the Biblical 
worldview. 

Audio 
Since then, the vision has grown beyond Bibles and books.  While Bible distribution and a 
Christian library are extremely helpful and necessary, most Ugandans, particularly those who live 
in the villages, lack reading ability and comprehension due to a number of reasons.  First of all, the 
educational system is quite poor and the availability of reading material is low.  Secondly, the 
traditional culture of Uganda, and much of Africa for that matter, is an oral one, as opposed to the 
reading culture of the West.  Beliefs, values, traditions, laws, and other important information have  
been shared and passed on by means of stories, proverbs, songs, dances, and ceremonies.  One  
Ugandan proverb that sheds light on their oral culture is: “The  

best way to keep a secret is to write it in a book.”  Thirdly, being a hot-
climate culture, Ugandans are more communal and consider someone 
who has his nose in a book as rude. 
 
As such, we desire to partner with www.Faith Comes By Hearing.com to form 
Bible listening groups that gather once a week to listen to a digital audio 
Bible in their heart language and discuss what they hear.  We are also in  

partnership with www.iteams.ca/impact_Listen To Learn.php to provide 
Ugandan pastors and ministry workers who are desperate to 
learn, but cannot hope to go to Bible school, with audio Bible  

teachings and courses, covering all elements of a typical Bible College curriculum.  We are working to set up  
a recording studio as part of the Beyond Centre and have curriculum trans-
lated into the surrounding local heart languages of Ateso, Kumam, Karamo-
jong, Lango, and others.  The recorded curriculum will then be put on MP3 
players and distributed for pastors and ministry workers to listen to and learn 
wherever they live.  Of course, the audio material will be available to listen to 
in the Beyond Centre as well.  We also desire to provide MP3 players with 
relevant translated materials for those who are bed-ridden and are in need of 
comfort and distraction. 
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Courses 

 

Using money raised in the 
www.Ride for Refuge.com, we 
were able to put on two 2-
day spiritual counseling 
courses taught by Lee 
Baas (a former missionary 
in Nigeria for 20 years and 
in the Philippines for 10 
years and a doctor of 
psychology and counsel-
ing) from April 21 to 25.  
Those in attendance in-
cluded 30 of Fida’s Child-
ren Affected by Armed 
Forces’ staff and commit-
tee members who minister 
to 230 children abducted 
by the LRA rebels or the  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Karamojong to be slaves, 
and 6 of Community Live-
stock Integrated Develop-
ment consultancy’s staff 
and Bible club teachers 
who minister to Karamo-
jong orphans, people 
infected with HIV/AIDS, 
and rival clans.  Everyone 
found the training to be 
extremely beneficial for 
their personal lives and 
ministry work.  They were 
so grateful to be given the 
opportunity to get away 
from their villages and 
commune together in 
fellowship, learning and  
    refreshment. 
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The Beyond Centre cont’d… 
Video 
In addition to Bibles, books and audio, we wish to provide quality video resources for pastors and ministry 
workers to watch in the Beyond Centre and for our team members to use in their specific areas of ministry 
work, using a portable projector, screen and sound system.  More than that, we plan to have a video 
ministry extend out of the Beyond Centre in which we regularly show videos in our garage and on a big 
screen we are having made just outside of the Beyond Centre, videos that communicate Biblical truths, 
values and behaviors.  Two big problems in our area are the video halls that show terrible films and the lack 
of quality entertainment for children and parents alike. 
 

Children’s Library 
We are also looking to establish a children’s 
library, linked to the Beyond Centre.  
Ugandan children need a lot of help and 
practice in reading.  In school, they learn to 
“read” by repeating a sentence again and 
again until they memorize it; however, if you 
take a single word out of the sentence and 
ask them to read it, they would be unable to 
do so.  We know of many children in grade  
five or higher who are unable to read and write, and if they can read they have little reading compre-
hension.  It doesn’t help that most children and schools do not have any books to read.  Children are so 
desperate for things to read that they come running from all directions when we bring out our garbage to 
pick out anything readable, with pictures, before we burn it (they also scrounge for any food pieces to eat 
that we have thrown away and grab anything they can play with or make something out of from juice boxes 
to plastic pieces to cans to water bottles).  Right now, our teammate, Rachel Kolb, has a small children’s  
library in her home that she opens up for her neighborhood children to use, and that she is currently using 
to specifically teach two primary five girls, Betty and Winnie, to read. 
 

All in all, the vision of the Beyond Centre is that it will be a community 
of service and learning which trains and accompanies leaders with an 
integral, Biblical worldview and facilitates local, national, and inter-
national collaboration for Christ-centered, transformational develop-
ment of individuals and communities.  Please pray with us for God to 
send the right person to join our team to develop Beyond Centres in 

Soroti and beyond. 

Using money raised from the www.Ride for Refuge.com, we were able to send 10 Ugandan ministry 
leaders to the beautiful www.Mto-Moyoni.org  (Swahili for “river in the heart”) Retreat Centre on the 
banks of the Nile River for their Transformation of the Heart program.  For five days they went on 
a “tour” through their lives to discover the blockages which hinder the River of Life to flow in and 
through them.  It was an intense week of listening to Father God and taking up the responsibility 
of forgiving, receiving forgiveness and leaving their burdens at the cross of Jesus. 

 
When they returned, they were full of peace, joy, excitement, and gratitude.  To understand the 
impact it made on their lives, read the following quotes taken from thank-you letters they wrote to 
those who sponsored them to attend this week retreat, to many of YOU who volunteered, rode,  

raised funds, and sponsored riders in the www.Ride for Refuge.com: 
 
James: “It was a new discovery, and most times surprise, as God 
walked us through our hearts, showing us things that we never 
even thought were still festering in our hearts, but above all 
others – that His love is stronger than evil.  It was a time of 

healing and refreshment.” 
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 Fredrick: “It was indeed a 
great transformation of the 
heart.  It’s great to begin to 
experience total freedom 
and peace in the Lord.” 
 
Agnes: “The week was 
really a transformation of 
heart… It was a wonderful 
teaching I have never had 
in my life… I experienced 
change in my heart and in 
my whole life.” 
 
Richard: “The Mto Moyoni 
dogs are very lovely, caring 
and social.  They know when 
you are stressed up and 
lonely and they will come 
around you, sit with you and also play 
with you.  I enjoyed to be with them… 
I was challenged with the way these 
dogs behaved… These teachings 
have healed/changed my heart and 
mind… Now that I have learnt these 
teachings, I am also going to teach 
others, to build them up, strengthen, 
encourage and to restore hope to 
them… In summary, my tour, visit and 
training in Mto Moyoni Retreat Centre 
was of a paramount importance to my 
life.” 
 
John: “What is so amazing to me is 
that there is pain to growth and with-
out , one cannot experience growth in 
his life.  What I have learnt is of great 
help for reaching the Karamojong who 
are hurting in most of their lives.  It 
was a time to know God deeper and 
deeper.  One of the amazing and 
touching was the teaching about the 
love of God that is to flow from my 
heart.  This time was not time to learn 
skills to manage and administer the 
ministry but it was time to search my 
heart and to find whether the love of 
God is flowing abundantly.” 
 
Esther: “May the Almighty Father  
bless you for the wonderful work 
you did which has made my life 
changed from where I was to 
where I am now.” 
 
Denis: “I pray the program 
continues that it can help many  
  people.” 
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on the banks of the Nile 
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