
We Ride for 67 Million 
As you know, on October 18 we are riding in the Ride for Refugees.  
Why?  For refugees and displaced people.  I could stop there in 
describing why we ride as everyone knows what a refugee is and most 
likely has known or even has been a refugee.  We regularly hear about  
them on the news… people fleeing natural disasters and/or persecution based on ethnicity, religion, nationality, political 
opinion.  Their plight is of extreme desperation.  Their sight is on survival.  Their fight is for freedom. They literally flee 
for their lives with little more than the shirts on their backs.  Often, they end up living for years in over-crowded camps 
where food and water is sparse, disease spreads quickly, abuse is rampant and boredom reigns.  Today, there are 67 
MILLION such people in our world, the majority of which are in Africa, the highest percentage being in Uganda. 
 

We Ride for One 
Riding for such a large group seems a little self-defeating.  I mean, what difference can I really make?  It’s so easy to get  

overwhelmed by the numbers to the point where empathy turns into apathy and concern turns into 
complacency.  The fact is, by riding, I CAN make a difference in one person’s life (and probably more).  A core 
biblical value of International Teams that we appreciate and embrace is the value of one person.  God 
values one person.  We value one person – without limit.  We will go to extreme measures to bring the 
present and future hope of God’s kingdom to each one.   

 

We Ride for the Karamojong & Traumatized 
We have set up a Ride Team, Team Beyond, in the Ride for Ref-
ugees event (http://www.rideforrefugees.com).  We ride for Inter- 
national Teams’ worldwide Refugee Ministries (http://refmin.iteams.org). We ride          for the un- 

reached Karamojong who have lost everything to and have been displaced by inter-clan             fighting; who are dying 
of starvation due to severe drought and famine; who desperately need Christ’s love and the Biblical worldview.  We ride 
for the severely traumatized children who were abducted by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels; who were forced 
to be hard-laborers, brutal soldiers and sex-slaves; who also desperately need Christ’s and the Biblical worldview. 

 
We Ride for Dennis and His Father – watch Dennis tell the full story at http://sliedrechts.spaces.live.com   

It was a typical day in 1998.  Dennis was only 12 years old.  Dennis and his mother were out working in their field in 
Kitgum, in Northern Uganda.  His father was re-grassing the roof of their house.  Without warning the LRA came to their 
home with guns drawn.  Dennis and his mother heard shots and went into hiding.  His father was immediately captured 
and taken to Sudan.   

 
While the LRA likes children because they cannot find their way back 
home and they are easier to brain-wash, they still trained Dennis’ father to 
be a brutal soldier.  To initiate him into their army, they put him through 
their trademark satanic ritual of smearing crosses all over the bodies of 
new abductees with Shea oil and sprinkling them with water all the while 
chanting.  Immediately, a force overcame him controlling his mind to only 
think about killing and to remain with the LRA.  Once trained, he was 
forced to go with a group back to Kitgum, raid and pillage villages, abduct 
more children, and kill many people, including his own nephew and two 
entire families (16 people, except one boy who escaped).  He was even 
forced to kill the local witchdoctor, cook him and feed him to the new 
“recruits.” 
 
On June 16, 2003, the LRA came into Teso.  Dennis’ father was among 
them.  Their first attack was on the village of Obalanga kidnapping more 
than 500 children and directly killing more than 300 people.  36,000 people 
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Why We Ride 
IT VALUES 

 

LOSTNESS & GRACE 
We identify with the lostness 
of the world.  We ourselves 
are utterly lost apart from the 
grace of Jesus. 
 

A JOURNEY OF FAITH 
Faith is more than a 
decision.  The call to “follow 
me” means transformed 
people building transforming 
communities. 
 

THE VALUE OF ONE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE LOCAL CHURCH 
We believe the Church is 
God’s agent to reach the 
world.  Therefore, we are 
profoundly committed to the 
local church in its mission. 
 

RECONCILIATION 
There are no marginalized 
people in God’s kingdom.  
Never is the gospel of re-
conciliation more clearly de-
monstrated than when hearts 
of hatred are turned to love 
 

LONGEVITY & 
FAITHFULNESS 
We want to be there before 
and long after the big 
campaign rolls through town.  
We want to build deep and 
long-term relationships in the 
communities we serve. 
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Why We Ride con’t 
flooded into Obalanga 
Internally Displaced 
People camp.  With their 
limited local military, they 
cut the grass sur-
rounding the camp and 
posted soldiers around 
the camp so that the 
LRA could not come in.   

However, because of the LRA’s presence, no food or water 
could come in either and no one could go out of the camp to get 
food and water.  Anyone who did was killed.  The situation soon 
grew out of hand.  Disease spread quickly.  Starvation soon 
came.  10-12 people died on a daily basis.  It took over 2 weeks 
for the UPDF to come in, and still people could not leave the 
camp.   
 

The LRA, including Dennis’ father, continued to 
make their way down to Soroti, where Dennis 
was attending primary school.  Dennis took off 
running with four friends.  Two of them were shot 
dead as they ran.  Dennis then took cover in 
another primary school.  When the UPDF 
intervened, Dennis’ father escaped and was 
eventually picked up by the UPDF and brought 
to World Vision’s Rehabilitation Center in Gulu 
where he stayed for two months.  When his mind 
was somewhat settled, he returned to his family.   

However, people feared him and he just 
wanted to be alone and drink alcohol. 

 

In 2007, Dennis’ family returned to their land in Kitgum from 
the Gulu IDP camp only to be faced with relatives who 
despised Dennis’ father because he had killed a nephew and 
because the LRA had killed both of Dennis’ father’s brothers.  
As such, his relatives sought to take the land of Dennis’ 
father.  Because of the stress and the witchcraft his relatives 
put on him, Dennis’ father had a major flashback and 
became stuck in that moment not able to get out of it.  He 
believed the people he killed were coming for him.  He end- 
 

ed up fleeing into the bush and was found a week 
later, naked, malnourished and dehydrated.  His 
family took him to the local witchdoctor for help 
but he only grew worse.   
 

Dennis was soon called to come from Soroti and 
help.  By this time he was unresponsive and 
rigid.  He couldn’t even recognize Dennis and 
they couldn’t straighten his legs to get him on a 
bicycle to bring him to the hospital.  They 
resorted to laying him down on some boards and 
tying him crossways on the back of a motorcycle.  
After a month of treatment with anti-psychotics, 
he was able to return home.  However, he has 
since no longer had the strength to dig in his field  
and is still often found sitting alone out of touch  

with reality, although less and 
less now that he is getting the 
true help he needs – spiritual 
help.  A local pastor has taken 
it upon himself to spiritually 
care for Dennis’ father.  
Today, he is a follower of 
Jesus, has given up drinking 
and goes to church regularly.   

 

He is still in need of much 
spiritual counseling, of being 
totally free in Christ and of em-
bracing the biblical worldview.  
Lord willing, with your partner- 

ship and help, we will be able to come alongside 
the local pastor to help meet those needs in him 
and alongside many other pastors and lay-
counselors to help Dennis and the many other 
traumatized people, particularly children. 
 

We Ride for Love 
We ride to make known the story and subsequent 
needs of Dennis and his father.  We ride to reveal  
the plight of the hundreds of neglected traumatized 

children that need the healing power of 
Jesus.  We ride to raise awareness, but also 
resources.  50% of what our ride team, 
Team Beyond, raises goes towards paying 
for the event and towards International 
Teams’ Refugee Ministries worldwide.  
Under the Ride Grant Program, the 
remaining 50% goes towards providing 
Christ’s holistic love, spiritual counseling and 
the biblical worldview to: 
 

• the traumatized Ugandans who were 

abducted by the Lord’s Resistance 

Army rebels to be hard laborers, 

soldiers and sex-slaves, and their  

                       families 

• the unreached Karamojong tribe who 

have been displaced and forced to live 

in camps by inter-clan fighting and by 

severe drought, famine and starvation. 
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  OBALANGA IDP CAMP 
 

Obalanga’s Internally Dis-
placed People camp was 
actually established thirty 
years ago due to the 
cattle-rustling, raiding,  
pillaging, raping and killing by 
the Karamojong warriors.  In 
1979, when Idi Amin’s reign fell, 
the country went into chaos.  
The Karamojong took 
advantage of the situation and 
raided the UPDF battalion in 
Moroto stealing all of their 
guns.  With guns, the 
Karamojong became a whole 
lot more violent and have 
continued in their violence 
causing many people to remain 
in the camp to this day.  Camp 
life is all they know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOW TO GIVE 
Credit Card 

• Go to rideforrefugees.com 
• Click the USA Flag 
• Give to Rider ‘TIM & ANGIE 

SLIEDRECHT’ 

Check 
• For: ‘International Teams’ 
• Memo: ‘R4R - Sliedrecht'’ 
• Give or send to: 

Tim & Angie Sliedrecht 
7772 Hidden Ridge Ct. 
Hudsonville, MI 49426 

 

Note: 
• Tax-receipts issued for all gifts 
• Donations of $500+ MATCHED 
• Team Beyond’s goal is $50,000! 
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Obalanga Mass Graves 
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