
We had the privilege and joy of hosting our first short-term team in May – 
the Geneva College Women’s Football (Soccer) Team from Pennsylvania.  
9 girls came out, including the coach, plus two guys from the Men’s Team.  
In order to make not only their time, but future teams’ times as well, a fruitful 
and growing experience, we had to spend a lot of time in preparation.   

 

Children’s Outreach 
The ministry they were primarily involved in was a Children’s Outreach and 
a Football (Soccer) Clinic for secondary school students.  On the first day of 
Children’s Outreach, we had about 50 kids.  Within a few days, as word 
spread, that number soon increased to over 150 kids!  Each day, we met  
under a tree, sang songs, memorized 2 Bible verses, taught a story, did a  

craft, and played games.  We encouraged the children to tell their 
parents what they learned, which, according to a number of parents, 
they did!  The stories we taught built on each other teaching about our 
creation, our sinfulness, our need for a Savior, Jesus Christ, and how to 
accept Him.  Many children came to Christ on the last day!  Who knows 
how God used them to bless their parents as well!   
 

Of course, we did not want to leave the children hanging once they 
accepted Christ and the Children’s Outreach was complete.  So, we 
invited them to come to church and Sunday School.  Expecting the 
typical 35 kids, Josh, the Sunday School teacher of that church of only 
10-15 adults, was quite surprised to have over 100 kids, most of whom 
are continuing to come each subsequent Sunday.  With an average age 
of only 15 (the average age in USA is 36.7) and 50% of the population 
below the age of 14, Uganda is one of the youngest countries in the 
world.  Children are everywhere and receive little attention, let alone 
Christian teaching/upbringing, from their parents.  They are hungry for 
love – for Christ’s love.  It is obvious that “the harvest is plentiful, but 
the workers are few” (Matthew 9:37; Luke 10:2). 
 

Football (Soccer) Clinic 
Football in Uganda has never been a woman’s sport.  Rarely do you see girls playing football.  In schools, the girls’ sport  
is netball, basically a combination of basketball and handball.  Football has only ever been a man’s sport in Uganda…  

that is until recently.  Last year, for the first time ever, the government instituted 
girl’s football in secondary schools.  Needless to say, it was God’s perfect timing in 
sending us a women’s college football team!   

 

For four hours each day, Geneva College Women’s Football Team (+ two guys) 
taught the girls’ football teams of the three local secondary schools.  It was a 
wonderful time of not only helping the girls improve their skills, but furthermore of 
building relationships and of sharing Christ.  Each day, they had a mid-morning 
devotional time in which they used football to illustrate the Christian life – what it 
means to be on God’s winning team as opposed to Satan’s losing team.  The girls 
absolutely loved their time with the Geneva team and were thrilled that the team left 
each school with quality balls.  Good balls for football are like gold here.  They only 
wished they were given Bibles, which they recognize to be worth far more than… 
There is an extreme hunger for the Word of God and for Bible teaching.  Another 
proof that “the harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few” (Matt. 9:37; Luke 10:2). 
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We consider the hosting of 
short-term teams and interns  
an important part of 
our ministry.  When 
done with intentional 
care, wisdom and 
strategy, we feel that 
short-term missions 
trips can be extremely 
effective in benefiting 
not only God’s King-
dom work on location, 
but also God’s King-
dom work worldwide.  
The phrase “a week,  
a month, a year, a career” 
very much reigns true in 
regards to missions.  It’s 
definitely true for each person 
currently on our team and for 
many other missionaries we 
know.  For us, it came in the 
form of week-long missions 
trips within North America, to 
month-long missions trips to 
Mexico, to two years in 
Ukraine, to a year in Nigeria, 
to a year in the Netherlands, 
to now long-term career-
commitment in Uganda.   
 
Even if one does not go into 
long-term missions, short-
term missions trips instill 
missions-mindedness in 
each participant.  They open 
up and sensitize participants 
to the peoples, cultures,  
needs and 
most im-
portantly 
Kingdom 
work around 
the world. In 
essence, 
their world- 
view is 
expanded 
literally and  
philosoph 
-ically.   
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Alli, Jamie & Jon 

AAmmaannddaa  

Cross Craft 
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In our last newsletter we wrote of the 
heated enmity and Grave Curse 
between the Karamojong and Iteso 
people.  We also wrote of the Shade 
Prophecy in which the Karamojong 
and the Iteso would come together in  

unity under one shade.  Since that newsletter, I have had 
the opportunity to go to a neglected Karamojong village, 
Apeitolim, which is right on the border between Teso and 
Karamoja.  For decades both the Iteso and the Karamo-
jong there have suffered greatly under the daily raids of 
the Karamojong warriors.  Many were forced into Internally 
Displaced People camps.  Now, with the recent presence 
of the army, there is peace and many have returned.   
 

However, they continue to suffer due to drought and 
famine.  The nearest water point is 3 miles away.  There is 
a bore hole, but it takes 1 hour to fill a 5-gallon container 
resulting in many fights breaking out.  Last week, some 
soldiers broke a man’s ribs for water and while we were 
there a man kicked the containers of some women aside 
even though they were there first.  The people are  

 

There are an 25-35 million displaced people in the world, of which Uganda is one of the countries with the most 
Internally Displaced Peoples.  For the last couple years, we have been informing you about the thousands of 
Iteso people in Uganda who have been displaced due to the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels’ brutal killings 
and child-abductions, the Karamojong cattle raiders’ village-ransacking and murderous thievery, and the floods 
that destroyed the homes, villages, and sustenance crops of much of Teso. You hear these stories and have 
deep compassion for these people, but you wonder, “What can I do?  What difference can I make?” 

 

Well, now’s your chance!  On October 18, 2008, the annual Ride for Refugees cycling event, organized by 
International Teams Canada, will take place.  Come cycle with us on our team, Team Beyond, in Hamilton, ON to 
raise awareness and funds for Refugees and Internally Displaced Peoples.  50% of what our team raises will go 
towards various International Teams’ Refugee Ministries around the world, and to pay for the event.  50% will go for 
the Team Beyond ministry in Uganda, more specifically for ministering to the: 

• traumatized children who were abducted by the LRA to be hard laborers, soldiers and sex-slaves and their 
families who were forcibly displaced by the LRA and by the floods 

• Karamojong who have forcibly displaced thousands of Iteso people and who have themselves been forcibly 
displaced by other Karamojong clans and by famine. 

 

So don’t delay, go to www.rideforrefugees.com and click Join a Team to sign up with our 
team, Team Beyond.  Even if you don’t live in Ontario, join our team and ride!  Make a 
weekend vacation out of it.  Hamilton is only 30 minutes from the spectacular beauty of the  
  Niagara Region and 30 minutes from Toronto! 

 

If      you are unable to ride with our team, you can still get involved by contri-
buting financially and by telling others about it and encouraging them to get 
involved.  Every mile matters.  Every gift makes a difference.  Give by: 

• Credit Card: go to  wwws.iteams.org/iteams/ and in the Where to Give 
box, type “Ride for Refugees – Sliedrecht” 

• Check: make checks out to International Teams, write “Ride for Refugees 
– Sliedrecht” in the memo, and send to:  International Teams 

Attn: Receipting Dept 
411 West River Road 
Elgin, IL 60123-1570 

Note that donations of $500 or more will be matched!   
Tax receipts will be issued.          THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT! 

extremely thin with malnourished, distended bellies and 
children covered in dirt and flies.  To ease their stomach 
pains, they sniff tobacco like cocaine and drink local brew.  
Most of them are still bound by witchcraft, as is evident by the 
charmed necklaces they wear around their necks.   
 

And yet, there is hope… hope in the Shade Prophecy… hope 
in Jesus Christ.  On our way back from the village I was told 
the meaning of the village’s name, Apeitolim – “One Shade” 
– a definite sign from God. 
 

Apeitolim is ready to be a center-point for peace, a center-
point for the Iteso and Karamojong to come together under 
One Shade… under Jesus Christ.  The people of Apeitolim 
and beyond are more than ready to receive the Gospel. They 
are “harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”  
They are a crowd of people that need Christ’s compassion  
(Matthew 9:36) – your compassion.  “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are 
few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, 
to send out workers into his harvest field.”  
Even consider Jesus’ words that follow:  
“Go!  I am sending you…” (Luke 10:2-3a). 
 

 

PAGE 2PAGE 2PAGE 2PAGE 2    

  cont’d… 
done effectively, short-term 
mission trips will inevitably 
result in greater Kingdom 
awareness, interest and 
investment.  We praise God 
that such was the experience 
of the Geneva Football Team 
short-term mission’s trip. 
 

Considering the Kingdom im-
pact short-term missions can 
have on your life and on the 
lives of those you serve, we 
strongly encourage you to take 
the risk, spend the money and 
go.  “The harvest is plentiful, 
but the workers are few. Ask 
the Lord of the harvest, there-
fore, to send out workers into 
his harvest field.  Go!  I am 
sending YOU...” (Luke 10:2-3a).   
While you are 
more than wel-
come in Uganda, 
International 
Teams has an 
abundance of 
opportunities 
around the 
world.  Visit 
www.iteams.org 
and find out  
what they have  
to offer.  You won’t regret it! 
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Home Service Schedule 
August 
3 Crossroads (Amsterdam, NL) 

17 Jubilee CRC (St. Catharines, ON) 
 First RCA (St. Catharines, ON) 

24 East Leonard CRC (Grand Rapids, MI) 

31 Walker URC (Grand Rapids, MI) 

September 
7 Plymouth Heights CRC  
  (Grand Rapids, MI) 

14 1st Hudsonville CRC 

Evergreen CRC (Hudsonville, MI) 

21 Martin RCA (Martin, MI) 
 Georgetown CRC (Hudsonville, MI) 

28 2nd Byron Center CRC (Byron Center, MI) 
 Hillcrest CRC (Hudsonville, MI) 

October 
5 Rockford RCA (Rockford, MI) 

 Byron Center 1st CRC (Byron Center, MI) 

12 Hudsonville RCA (Hudsonville, MI) 

18 RIDE FOR REFUGEES (Hamilton, ON) 

19 Covenant CRC (St. Catharines, ON) 

 Bethel CRC (Newmarket, ON) 

26 Roosevelt Park CRC (Grand Rapids, MI) 

 Madison Square CRC (Grand Rapids, MI) 

The Shade Sign 
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Witchcraft Necklaces 
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