
The Grave Curse 
The people of Teso (where we are located) and Karamoja were once one Nilotic 
pastoral tribe that came down from Ethiopia in search of fertile land, food and 
pasture.  They came down to now Uganda and split into two groups.  The tired 
elders decided to settle in what is now called Moroto while the strong youth 
decided to continue hunting and grazing south until they came to what is now 
called Soroti.  The elders tried to call the youth back, but the youth refused.  When 
some of the elders came to visit the youth, the youth killed them.  In anger, the  
elders cursed the youth saying that they would die in large numbers.  Hence, the youth became known as the Iteso,  

which means “many graves” and the elders became known as the Karamojong, which 
means “old tired people.”  So began the enmity between the Iteso and Karamojong.  To 
this day, the Karamojong continue to inflict the curse their forefathers put on the Iteso by 
raiding, raping and killing.  However, the curse has also spread to the Karamojong 
themselves in that they are now fighting, raiding and killing each other.  Little do many 
Iteso and especially Karamojong know, they are under a much deeper curse that is the 
root of all the devastation they have had to endure.  It is the curse of sin that can only be 
broken by Jesus Christ.   

 

The Shade Prophecy 
One of the Karamojong elders later 
prophesied that in years to come, the heated 
enmity between the Karamojong and Iteso 
would cease and they would build together  

under one shade.  This prophesy is now coming to pass under the shade of 
Jesus Christ as Iteso Christians embrace the call to love their enemies, 
claiming Karamoja for Christ.  More specifically, this prophesy is now being 
fulfilled in the hearts, lives and actions of the Iteso students of Bethel Bible 
College, especially after their two-week mission-trip to Karamoja last month,  
led by Pastor John and Pastor Levi, Iteso missionaries to Karamoja.  The students shared in their journals what they 
observed and what struck their hearts about Karamoja: 
 

Physical Needs 
• Famine – “We got a child of 17 months but the child never tasted milk since there is no milk 

at all because of lack of food.  They therefore feed the child with only water but there is not 
enough water in the village.  Lucky enough we had water which we wanted to drink from.  
We decided to give people all that water.  Almost all of them wanted water.” 

• Hygiene – “They stay when the feces is also there.  Almost every corner has feces.  This 
behavior of defecating everywhere even in the road is in almost all Karamoja.” 

• Raiders – “They are so desperate because it was past two days when the Maseniko clan 
attacked them and took everything.  They don’t have anything to eat, even water to drink is 
a problem with them.  People were walking naked, mostly old men and children.” 

• Drinking – “Because there is nothing to be eaten, they prefer drinking so that when you drink 
you will forget your problems at home.”  “They fear to leave drinking because beer is the 
cheapest drink they can afford in order for them to survive.” 
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Our team’s vision in Soroti is 
to “mobilize (encourage, 
equip & assist) the local 
church in building 
transforming communities 
within Soroti and beyond”.  
One way that we can do so  
is by coordinating learning 
opportunities, such as 
conferences, seminars and  
courses.  In 
March, we had 
the privilege to 
have Paul and 
Anne Tam-
meling and 
John Klingen-
berg from Set 
Free Ministries 
in Grand 
Rapids, MI 
come to Soroti 
to lead a 7-day 
marriage and  
family course on “Effective 
Communication in the 
Christ-Centered Home” and 
“The Seven Steps to 
Freedom.”  What a blessing 
to see over 50 local pastors 
and their wives and the 7 
Bethel Bible College 
students gather together to 
learn about how to have 
godly marriages and how to 
be free in Christ.  We pray 
that these pastors are able 
to live out and effectively 
counsel others with what 
they learned, therefore 
“transforming communities 

within Soroti and beyond.” 

Home Service  
 

We will be in the Netherlands at the beginning of August and in the Michigan/Ontario area through October.  We are excited to see and 
spend time with our families, friends and partners and to present at our partner churches.  As soon as we have an itinerary of the dates 
and places we will be speaking, we will let you know.  We would love to see you! 
 

*Special Request 
 We are in need of a vehicle while we are in North America for 3 months.  If you or anyone you know has an extra car that we can rent or borrow, can you  
      please let us know?  Thank you! 

Paul teaching & Pastor John translating 

SSttuuddeennttss  eenntteerriinngg  ggaattee  ooff  KKaarraammoojjoonngg  

hhoommee  ttoo  sshhaarree  tthhee  GGoossppeell  

PPaassttoorr  JJoohhnn  wwiitthh  77..55llbb,,  

1177--mmoonntthh  oolldd  cchhiilldd  

KKaarraammoojjoonngg  bbooyy  hheerrddiinngg  ccaammeellss  

Local Beer 



Karamoja for Christ cont’d… 
• Idleness – “They don’t have any plans for future.  Children are very many… many of them are orphans.  Not 

only that, men are less concerned of the family.  It’s women who are working for their families.  Even building 
houses is the work of women.  Looking for food is women’s concern.” 

• Widows and Orphans – “The number of women and children are more than the number of men because men are 
warriors.  When they go to raid many of them are killed.  Some of the men have left their women and their 
children to other districts because of severe famine in the area.”  “They loved us to come with some of these 
orphan children but there was no transport to transport them to our places.” 

Spiritual Needs 
• Churches – “There are no churches.  Only one church which is so far from 

their villages.  The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few so we 
should pray to God to send more workers to his field.”  “My plea to the 
persons capable by God’s grace to open churches is that come to 
Karamoja and plant as many as possible.” 

• Bibles – “They welcome very much the missionaries and they love the 
Word of God but have no Bibles to study and grow in the Lord.”  “Even the 
students of the primary school requested from us the Bibles so that they 
continue learning the Word of God.”  

• Long-Term Missionaries, Leaders, Workers 
o “The land needs missionaries who are after the souls, because the 
harvest is plentiful but the labourers are very, very few!  But we thank 
God for the few he is using, Pastor John and his team.”  “Send more  
missionaries to preach, teach and disciple people so that they will be strong in salvation!” 

o “In summary, Karamoja is a good place for preaching but leadership is poor.  People will come to Christ but 
after a few days they go back to drink because the church is very far from them.  We have led 484 people to 
Christ but still they will not get a good change because there are no leaders that are going to help the people 
with the Word of God.”  “The challenge of discipleship.  Though many get saved, who is discipling?” 

o “What I observed, the religious people of Karamoja need people who will have a good time with them.  You 
first make friendship with them before you preach, not to go one day and begin preaching when they don’t 
know you.  The religious people will not hear.” 

 

“I love the Karamojong people and I keep on praying for them and their land that God may see their cry and 
heal their land and bless them with food and give them the heart of trusting in Him only.” 

 

Praise God that since the student’s outreach to Karamoja, Bethel Bible College now has a Karamojong student, 
Abraham, enrolled and attending!  Please pray for him and pray for the continued fulfillment of the shade 
prophecy so that the Iteso and the Karamojong may no longer live under the curse of sin but together under the 
cool shade of grace and thus, in the end, be part of the great multitude of “every nation, tribe, people and 
language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb” (Revelation 7:9). 

 

The voting officially closed on Wednesday, April 16, 2008 with over 200 ballots cast.  
While there were attempts to rig the vote (mainly by Angie in her zealous campaign 
for a particular zoo name), I assure you that the process was conducted in a 
legitimate manner (unlike the Kenyan elections).   
 

And so, without further ado, we would like to officially announce the name that won 

the Name that Monkey Contest by only 1 vote with a total of 33 votes… BOBO 
submitted by ZACHARY HEKMAN!  The prize is a set of 3 African ebony- 

carved monkeys (“See No Evil, Hear No Evil, Speak No Evil”)!  The runner-ups were Chico by Micah Vanderkooi 
with 32 votes, Bean by Annetta Vellenga with 31 votes and Chingu by Barbara Lee also with 31 votes. 

 

And for the zoo… we officially announce the name that won the Name that Zoo Contest by a landslide with a 

total of 44 votes… NOAH’S ARK submitted by TRACY VRUGGINK & her 3rd GRADE 
CLASS of CENTRAL VIRGINIA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL!*  The prize is an African mohagany-
carved chair!  The runner-up was Graceland by Mary Beute with 33 votes. 

 

Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all who participated in this historical event. 
 

*Brenda Wharton also submitted the name Noah’s Ark, but just after Tracy and her class 
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Introducing… Kinder Surprise! 
 

Avalien and Moses continue to 
be a source of great joy.  
Avalien is 2 ½ and is full of 
stories and questions!  She 
has started asking “why?” 
about everything.  After sing-
ing “Soon and very soon we 
are going to see the King” she  
started asking 
us about heav-
en, why we will 
go there, when 
we will go 
there, who will 
go there, etc.  
Now when she 
prays she al-
ways thanks 
Jesus for being 
in her heart and 
that someday  
she will go to heaven.   Her prayers 
are so sweet, earnest, heartfelt and 
full of passion.  What a blessing as a 
parent to watch your daughter’s faith 
and love for the Lord grow!  We don’t 
think there is anything greater!   
 

Moses is 18 
months.  He start-
ed crawling in 
January and now 
is cruising upright 
along the furn-
iture.  He has 
figured out how to 
open our screen 
door and can 
crawl out to the 
sandbox before 
we even know he  

is gone ☺.  His vocabulary grows 
daily!  Some of his favorite words are 
mommy, daddy, pizza, hi, see, bye-
bye, and now Bobo.  He continues to 
be a very happy baby… especially if 
there is food to eat or there are cars, 

balls, sand, or his sister to play with! 
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MMoosseess  &&  BBoobboo  

AAvvaalliieenn  aass  ““MMaarryy””  

hhoollddiinngg  ““BBaabbyy  JJeessuuss””  

MMoosseess  
SSttuuddeennttss  lleeaaddiinngg  mmaann  ttoo  CChhrriisstt  

Moses & Avalien with kids in church 


