
Beginnings… 
A garage, a rented blackboard and a vision to see people transformed by God’s Word and devoted to 
fully following Christ – that’s all you need to start a Bible college in Uganda.  Francis Alemu, Patrick 
Orotin and John Onyao saw the immense need to have a Bible college in Soroti that focuses on 
character-development and discipleship – on instilling a biblical worldview that penetrates every aspect 
of society and life.  So, in 2004 they did just that, in a garage, with a rented blackboard – at least until 
they were able to get a loan to buy their own blackboard… talk about a grass-root beginning and a 
strong faith in God’s leading and provision!   

A year later, they were able to buy a 3.5 acre plot of land to 
farm and put up a small 20’ by 10’ temporary mud-brick 
building to serve as a dormitory, kitchen, food storage, and 
class-room.  Considering the fact that it does not have any 
windows or electricity and that student numbers tripled, a 
papyrus shade-shelter was eventually built as an outdoor 
classroom, where we still teach today (when it doesn’t rain)… 
but not for long.  International Teams Australia sent a short-
term team to put up the walls of Bethel’s first permanent 
building.  And after sitting without a roof for over a year due to 
lack of funds, one of our partner churches in Michigan, 
Georgetown CRC, caught the vision of the Bible College and 
was able to raise over $18,000 in one offering to raise the roof!  
On top of that, the Sunday-School kids were able to raise 
enough money to buy four oxen and a plow to help farm the  

land.  It is through such gifts that the vision of Bethel is being reached. 
 

Purpose… 
With the completion of a permanent building, Bethel will be able to accept more of the 
many students who wish to attend and thus have greater impact for God’s kingdom 
within Uganda and beyond.  You see, it is through Bethel that pastors will be able to 
spread the biblical worldview and disciple disciple-makers that live all-out for Christ.  
It is through Bethel that ministries will be established to reach out to those not 
reached with Christ’s love – to children, orphans, street-kids, youth, widows, IDPs, 
traumatized, HIV/AIDS victims, flood victims, drunks, poor.  It is through Bethel that 
Ugandans will gain a passion for missions and go to those who have not heard the 
Gospel – to Karamoja, Sudan, and beyond.  That is a main reason why we are here 
and why we have partnered with Bethel Bible College – to help Bethel equip church 
leaders to build transforming communities within Soroti and beyond. ���� 
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With the help of our 
British friends, Tim & 
Anne Marsden, and their 
church, we were able to 
help provide seeds to 65 
families in Amuria district 
who lost everything to the 
recent floods.  While 
there are hundreds of 
thousands of people who 
have been directly 
affected by the floods, we 
decided to focus on those 
who have undergone the 
most suffering in recent 
years – those who had 
previously lost everything 
to the Karamojong tribe 
warriors and the Lord’s 
Resistance Army rebels; 
those who had children 
abducted by the LRA and  
forced to do unspeakable� 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�things before escaping and returning home; those who have been forgotten by many aid organizations.  There 
are actually thousands of such families in Amuria, which borders Karamoja and where the LRA entered Teso  

region.  As we are unable help all of them, we focused our attention on the 65 families currently part of the local church organization Children 
Associated with Armed Forces (CAAF).   
 
We are now closely connected with and partnering up with CAAF in order to help them in 
providing these traumatized children with psychological  and spiritual counseling.  For the last 
month, Joanne Tremain has been with us from Australia  on a vision trip researching what is 
being done and what needs to be done in terms of  counseling traumatized children.  Upon 
completion of this grass-root work, we pray that she may return or someone else may come to 
help mobilize the local church, specifically CAAF, Bethel Bible College students and pastors, to  
   counsel the traumatized children and to bring about  spiritual transformation in their lives. 

Patrick & Francis with 3 new oxen 

The Blackboard 

Tim teaching 
Ground-nut seeds for a 
flood-victim family of an 
escaped LRA abductee 

Disfigurement incurred in LRA fighting 



Bethel Bible College cont’d… 
I, along with my brother-in-law Josh Shaarda, 
began teaching at the Bible College a year ago.  
While Josh focused on Bible survey courses, 
hermeneutics and doctrine, my main focus was 
evangelism and discipleship.  While it’s a  
challenge preparing courses with limited resources and teaching students 
whose previous education was quite inadequate and who speak English as a 
second or third language, it is also a true joy and extremely rewarding. 

 

Karamoja for Christ 
Probably the most rewarding is seeing the students grow in their understanding and passion for missions, particularly 
in terms of reaching out to the Karamojong, a primitive, traditional (in terms of African culture and religion) tribe that is 
considered Teso’s enemy.  For decades, especially since they got their hands on guns at the end of Idi Amin’s reign, 
the Karamojong have wreaked havoc on Teso stealing their cattle and crops, raping their women and beating killing 
their men.  Many, if not most, Teso have lost everything to the Karamojong and have been forced to live in crowded 
Internally Displaced People camps.  To get an idea of how much they have lost, in the 1960s the dowry price for a 
bride was 60 heads of cattle; today a high dowry price is 5 heads.  Almost everyone we know has been directly 
affected by the Karamojong.   
 

Anyway, when we first mentioned the need for Teso missionaries – for our students – to go and reach Karamoja for 
Christ, they honestly just laughed at us and thought we were crazy.  However, as our courses went on, we continued 
to bring up the topic discussing what it means to be a disciple of Christ and what God’s call is in regards to missions.  
We also had the students watch and respond to the missionary movie End of the Spear (which we highly 
recommend).  By God’s grace we soon witnessed a dramatic change in the hearts of the students.  Each student 
gained a deep and serious passion for missions – for reaching out to their enemies, the Karamojong – for Christ!  The 
students are now on a two-week outreach in Karamoja in which they will trek through the bush to villages to 
evangelize, disciple, counsel, visit, preach and do service work, all in the name of Christ!  Please pray for them! 

Karamojong Encounter 
Basil Oonyu is a student at Bethel Bible College from Katakwi, just on the 
border of Karamoja.  When his mother was 8 months pregnant with him, his 
family was attacked by the Karamojong.  They stole all of their many cattle, 
tortured his brothers, shot one of them in the arm, and stripped naked and 
severely beat his mother almost to death.  The only reason they did not kill 
them all was because they believe killing a pregnant lady brings about 
curses from the gods.  So, even before he was born, Basil saved his family! 
 

Demon Dedication 
At the age of eight, Basil was forced by his parents to undergo a ritual to dedicate him to the spirits and thus for the spirits 
to grant him protection from disease.  The ritual involved spearing a goat through its side allowing the blood to spatter on 
the children, stripping the children naked, wrapping the dead goat’s intestines around them, smearing its feces on them 
and spitting on them all the while chanting words of protection.  He was then locked in a room for 24 hours while his 
mother’s side and his father’s side of the family ritualistically cursed each other and him.  When all was said and done, he 
was, for the first time in his life, allowed to eat meat attached to the bone and touch the organs, bones and newborns of 
animals. 
 

Sickness, Fear, Hopelessness, Self-Rejection 
From then on Basil suffered from an unknown sickness and at numerous times was expected to die.  His sickness not 
only caused him problems in school, but more so in peace of mind.  He grew up in fear, hopelessness and self-rejection.  
It wasn’t until March 2000 that he finally had peace and joy in his heart for it was then that a loving friend named 
Emmanuel shared with him the Good News of Jesus! 
 

Freedom & Future 
“I now have a living hope for the future in life.  I am free from fear by the help of God.  I am no 
more disturbed by sickness and I am able to communicate to Him in prayer and He answers me.  
Praise the Lord I have known now that Christ is all my Hope!” 
 

Not only is Basil free from Satan’s grasp, but he now desires to go back to the Karamojong, 
those who almost killed him in his mother’s womb, not in revenge but in love, with the Good 
News of Jesus Christ.  Praise God for Basil! 
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Basil Oonyu Time to VOTE! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Narrowing down the 
extensive list of zoo and 
monkey names was a 
difficult process as so 
many great names were 
submitted. However, we 
managed to choose five 
zoo names and ten 
monkey names (we 
couldn't decided on just 
five) for the final vote.  
Even if your name was not 
chosen, please participate 
in the voting by going to 
our webpage or emailing 
us to submit a name from 
each list below that you 
think is best. 
 
Zoo: Monkey: 
(Mt.) Ararat  Bean 
Eden  Bobo 
Graceland  Chico 
Noah’s Ark  Chingu 
Sanctuary  Herbie 
 Lola 
 Oscar 
 Pablo 
 Rufous 
 Twitches 
 
DON'T DELAY, VOTE TODAY!! 

 

Speaking of the zoo, we have 
recently added a crested crane, 
Colgate, and five hedgehogs, 
Spike, Prick, Punk, Pokey and 
Needles, to the zoo. 
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John Onyao in Karamoja with 
a child dedicated to demons 

Bethel Bible College students 

Name Me! 


